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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

ATTENDANCE

On 23rd August, the Academy recorded its best ever
GCSE results, reaffirming its status as the most
successful non-selective school in Southend and South
East Essex and one of the highest performing schools in
the country.

Over the last 3 years attendance at the Academy has been
in the top 10% nationally. To improve this even further,
changes were introduced for the academic year 2018-19
which are covered in the letter sent to parents on 3rd
September. In short, the Academy's target for all pupils is
to achieve an attendance of 100% to afford them the best
opportunity to achieve their potential.

Headline figures include:
95% 9-4 in Mathematics.
89% 9-4 in English.

Click here for the Attendance Policy Letter

88% 9-4 in both English and Mathematics.
Attainment 8 of 53.02.

Click here for the Attendance Policy

Progress 8 of +0.61.
Click here for the GCSE Results Report
On 16th October, the DfE published provisional school
performance data, primarily to assist the parents of Year
6 pupils in making secondary school admission choices.
For the 2018 cohort, the Academy recorded a Progress
8 (P8) of +0.61 which placed it in the highest category
for P8 performance nationally (top 14% of schools).
Click here for the DfE Performance Tables
Click here for the Progress 8 Scores for Local Schools
The highest individual GCSE performances were:
Alexander G. – A*,9,9,9,9,9,9,8,8,4.

During the week commencing 10th
September, Mr. N. Houchen conducted year
group assemblies to acknowledge and
celebrate the success of those pupils who achieved a 100%
attendance during the academic year 2017-18. For those
pupils who achieved this particular feat, Mr. N. Houchen
presented them with a bronze star badge.
A breakdown of the attendance for 2017-18 is shown
below.

Becky B. – A,9,9,9,9,9,9,8,8,4.
Samuel B. – A,9,9,9,9,8,8,8,7,5.

% Attendance

Number of Pupils

% of the Number
of Pupils on Roll

Josie H. – A*,9,9,9,9,8,8,8,6,4.

100%
99%
98%
97%
96%
<96%

128
130
183
135
81
270

14%
14%
20%
15%
9%
28%

Amber E.S. – A,9,9,9,8,8,8,8,5,5.
Mr. N. Houchen
Principal, The Eastwood Academy
CEO, Eastwood Park Academy Trust (EPAT)
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Pupil Success
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

STUDENT VOICE

Although early in the term, the Student Leadership Team
(StLT) have been involved with a number of key events in
the calendar e.g. Parental Information Evenings and the
Year 7 Transition Evening.

During October, pupils were offered the opportunity
to apply for the role of Form Captain. The process
involved an application form, public speech and formal
election.

The StLT also welcomed the newly elected Form Captains
and outlined the importance of their role in representing
the Student Voice.

The role of a Form Captain is to represent the ‘voice’
of their form in any aspect or issue relating to the
Academy and to feed this back to the StLT.

The StLT are currently identifying ‘focus areas’ and making
arrangements to introduce these during the forum of year
group assemblies.
Click here for more about the Student Leadership Team
PREFECT AWARD
The StLT nominated Ben B. (11A) for
the half-termly Prefect Award.

Year 7 Form Captains

Ben undertakes his duties assiduously
and is an excellent role model to
other pupils.
To acknowledge this achievement,
Mr. N. Houchen presented Ben with
a certificate and gift voucher on 3rd
October.

Year 8 Form Captains

DANCE AND MODELLING
On 8th September, Mya G. (9E),
as part of an organised event
involving her dance school,
undertook professional clothes
modelling for two major
retailers - Next and River Island.

Year 9 Form Captains

The event took place in
Churchill Square Shopping
Centre, Brighton, and involved
a range of dance routines to
accompany the autumn and
winter collection.
Year 10 Form Captains

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Pupil Success
DIVING SUCCESS

SPORTS LEADERS

During October, Brooke C. (8R)
attended the Swim England East
Region Club Championship and
competed in a number of events.

Congratulations to those pupils who achieved a Level 1
Sports Leaders Award and, for the first time in the
Academy’s history, those pupils who achieved a Level 2
Award. The pupils worked incredibly hard throughout the
year, developing a number of skills including their ability to
organise events and communicate effectively. Our sports
leaders delivered sessions to primary pupils from
Bournemouth Park Academy which gave them invaluable
experience in terms of leading pupils of varying ages and
abilities. The feedback was extremely positive, with the
pupils stating that they ‘loved the sessions’. To finish the
year off, a number of the sports leaders were involved in
the delivery of the Southend Schools Mini Games. This
event was a huge success due to the sports leaders’
enthusiasm and their ability to motivate and engage.

Brooke attained 6th place in the 1m
Springboard; 3rd place (Bronze Medal)
in
the
3m
Springboard; and
2nd
(Silver Medal) in the
Synchronised 7.5m Platform.
Brooke is a member of England
TeamZ Diving Squad and is
scheduled to compete in the
forthcoming Invitational Diving
Championships in Southampton.
Congratulations Brooke and good luck for the
forthcoming event.
SCHOOL OF ROCK
Calypso B. (8S) applied for a part in The
School of Rock, sending a short video of
herself singing. The casting agents then
asked her to come to London for an
audition in May. Calypso was asked to
sing a rock song and recite a poem in an
American accent.
After 5 further
auditions, Calypso was asked to learn some of the
songs and dance movements from the show. After the
final recall audition, the production company offered
her a role in the show.
Calypso is playing Marcy,
one of the backing singers
in the band! She is
thoroughly enjoying being
part of a West End cast.
Congratulations Calypso!

Competing at long jump

Organising a tag game

Motivating

Coaching hockey skills

Leading tennis skills

Enjoying parachute games

DISNEYLAND PARIS PERFORMANCE
In July, Anna G.
(10W)
and
Matthew G. (8W)
travelled
to
Disneyland Paris
to perform to thousands of people as
part of the Tina Phelps dance troupe.
Well done to you both!

PGCE MATHEMATICS PROGRAMME
On Friday 14th September, the
Academy welcomed over 30 PGCE
students
from
Greenwich
University to experience high
quality mathematics teaching in one of the most
successful subject departments in the country.

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Pupil Success
CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS

YEAR 9 ROAD SAFETY
On Tuesday 16th October,
Year 9 pupils took part in a
road safety drop down session
with the Safer Essex Roads
Partnership
Team.
The
company, who have visited the
Academy annually for the last 6
years, provided an interactive event on road safety. The
presentation was moving and thought-provoking with
relatable scenarios. After the presentation, pupils then had
the opportunity to take part in discussions and activities that
allowed them to gain a deeper understanding of the issues
and address any questions.

Congratulations to the Junior Girls', Inter Girls',
Junior Boys' and Inter Boys' Cross Country Teams
who all qualified for the Regional Final in Suffolk on
10th November.

Junior Girls – 2nd

NATIONAL ATHLETICS FINAL

Top 4: 1st Erin V. (8E), 6th Kayleen H.-P. (7K), 12th
Hannah E. (7K), 14th Maya L.(7A)

On Friday 6th July, 60 of the Academy’s best athletes travelled
to Gateshead to participate in the English Schools National
Athletics Final. After a 7 and half hour drive, and the delivery
of 40 pizzas (carbohydrate) to our Premier Inn, we were all
ready for the day ahead.
We arrived at the stadium early and were humbled by the
fact that we were the only school to have 4 teams
representing their school – an unprecedented achievement.
Throughout the day there were some exceptional
performances, with pupils achieving new personal bests in
what were very testing conditions (30 0C).

Inter Girls – 2nd
Top 4: 1st Megan H. (10E), 2nd Maddi H. (10B), 9th
Brooke W. (10K), 15th Honey N. (9K)

Overall, the athletes were amazing and a credit to the
Academy.

Junior Boys – 1st
Top 4: 2nd Beau M. (7A), 3rd Michael C. (8R), 5th John
Pugsley (8B), 7th Oliver M.-B. (8R)

Inter Boys – 1

st

Junior Girls - 6th

Junior Boys - 7th

Inter Girls - 9th

Inter Boys - 7th

rd

Top 4: 3 Kristians K. (10E), 4th Jake M. (10B), 6th
George H. (10A), 11th Reece M. (9E)
Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Events
YEAR 6 INDUCTION DAY

their ‘big’ transition.

GEOGRAPHY CLUB IS A ‘GLOBE-AL’ SUCCESS
Over 30 geographers have been
giving up their Tuesday
lunchtimes to paint, create and
make their own papier mache
globes. Enthused by the
‘geography music playlist’, pupils
have shown a passion for the
subject through their globe making
skills.

On Friday 6th July, we welcomed
our new Year 7s to our Induction
Day event. During the event they
experienced a ‘day in the life of an
Eastwood pupil’ in preparation for

During the morning, the pupils worked with their new
tutor and Head of House,
participating in sports activities
and getting their fingerprints
(biometrics) taken for the
Canteen. Break time was held in
the Theatre and was a welcome
rest.

Geography Club allows pupils time to
socialise and have fun whilst learning
more about the subject. Miss Potts
and Mrs Lillywhite would like to
thank 5 DofE assistants – Adam W. (10W) Tony A. (10B)
Leo S.J. (10R) Alex B, (10B) and Tristan W (10W) for their
continued hard work to support this club.

During Period 3 and 4, the pupils
experienced a Maths lesson and were
invited to watch the Arts Award
show. During lunch, the pupils
enjoyed the summer sun with
exclusive use of our all-weather sports pitch.

PIZZA AND ICE CREAM LUNCH
On 17th July, 128 pupils attend the
‘pizza and ice cream lunch’ in
recognition for achieving a 100%
attendance throughout the whole
academic
year
2017-18.

Period 5, pupils were offered lessons in either Music,
Art, DT, Computing, Drama or Food Preparation.
At 3:45 p.m. the pupils were greeted by a horde of
anxious parents to be taken home full of chatter and
excitement about September.

The pupils enjoyed a delicious
Domino’s Pizza, followed by a
refreshing ice cream.

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES

The overall standings for the
academic year 2017-18 are provided below.
Congratulations to BOWLAND!

During the week commencing the 24th September, the
MFL department celebrated the European Day of
Languages with all KS3 classes. This day has been
celebrated for over 15 years across Europe. Throughout
Europe, 800 million Europeans represented in the
Council of Europe's member states, are encouraged to
learn more languages, at any age, in and out of school.
The Council of Europe believes that linguistic diversity is
a tool for achieving greater intercultural understanding
and a key element in the rich cultural heritage of our
continent.
At the Academy pupils were invited to participate in a
range of in class activities, ranging from general
knowledge of European countries to learning idioms in
French and Spanish. Pupils worked with a number of
resources produced by the European Commission,
which they thoroughly enjoyed.

House

Attendance Level

Overall Position

Bowland

97.0%

1st

Sherwood

96.9%

2nd

Kielder

96.2%

3rd

Richmond

96.2%

4th

Elvedon

96.1%

5th

Ashdown

95.6%

6th

Whinfell

94.8%

7th

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Events
BOOK FAIR

SPORTS DAY

On Monday 15th October, the
Academy held its annual Book Fair
as part of the Year 7 Transition
Evening. The principal aim of this
event is to promote and facilitate
reading. To this end, Mr. N.
Houchen generously gifts each
child with a £4 book token.

On Wednesday 18th July, the Academy held its annual
Sports Day on the Mondo sports track. The winning
House in each year group was announced by Mr. N.
Houchen and each Sports Captain was presented with a
shield.
Year 7 Winners
Richmond

Year 8 Winners
Elvedon

Year 9 Winners
Ashdown

Year 10 Winners
Richmond

It’s always a fabulous event, with
parents, English teachers and pupils all coming together
to ensure that all our children find a book they love and
begin their secondary school reading journey.
It was a great success, as always, summed up succinctly
by one parent, “I think it’s wonderful that the children are
given a £4 voucher to spend on books – it’s so much
better for them to read than sit in front of a screen!”
Click here for the Literacy Information for Pupils
YEAR 7 RESILIENCE WORKSHOPS
This year has seen the start of a new
initiative, across all year groups, to help
pupils develop resilience. Put simply,
resilience is ‘the ability to recover from, and
work through, problems and challenge”.

Overall House Winners
Richmond

The initiative combines several activities
including: assemblies; special lessons;
drop down sessions; and visiting guests.
On Friday 21st September, pupils in Years 7 and 8
completed a drop down session with Mr. D. Piercy. The
aim of the session was to make pupils more aware of the
challenges that they may face in life and how they can
successfully cope with them. The following week the
same pupils enjoyed a second drop down session where
they met Hannah Jane Lewis (an up and coming
singer/song writer)
and listened to her
talk
about
the
challenges associated
with adolescence and
adulthood,
intermixed with a
range of solo performances.
Click here for the Resilience Strategy

ENGLISH INFORMATION EVENING
On 24th September, over 100 parents
attended the English Department’s
Information Evening. The purpose of
the evening was to provide advice,
guidance and support to better equip
parents to support their children.
There was a range of GCSE texts available to order, and
an overview of teaching through Year 10 and 11. Parents
commented on the usefulness of the evening and were
appreciative of the chance to speak to their English
teachers in this particular forum.

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Celebrating Success
Congratulations to all pupils who were presented with certificates in their House assemblies.
ASHDOWN

BOWLAND

ELVEDON

KIELDER

RICHMOND

SHERWOOD

WHINFELL

NUT ALLERGIES
We have been notified that an increasing number of
pupils at the Academy have severe nut allergies. We
politely request that consideration is given to products
pupils bring into the Academy, specifically to avoid
those which contain nuts, including peanuts, in their
ingredients.

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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