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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
On 25th August, the Academy recorded its best ever
GCSE results, reaffirming its status as the most successful
non-selective school in the borough of Southend and one
of the highest performing schools in the country.
Headline figures include:
91% A*-C in Mathematics (+sig).
84% A*-C in English (+sig)
83% A*-C in English and Mathematics - Basics (+sig).
94% 2+ A*-C in Science (+sig).
29% achieved the EBacc.
Attainment 8 of 56.2 (+sig)
Progress 8 of +0.59 (+sig).

ACADEMY NEWS
On 23rd September, Principal,
Mr. N. Houchen, and Vice
Principal, Mr. D. Piercy,
attended a gala evening at The
Terrace Pavilion, House of
Commons, in celebration
of The Parliamentary Review
2016. This is a publication in
which a small number of
outstanding or considerably
improving
schools
are
selected to appear alongside
senior Cabinet ministers, in a
report
highlighting
best
practice and raising standards
in secondary education.

Click here for the GCSE Results Report
Click here for The Parliamentary Review
13th

On
October, the DfE published the School and
College Performance Tables. The Academy was ranked
in the top 10% of schools nationally – quite some feat
given that there are 3117 secondary schools in England!
Click here for the DfE Performance Tables
In terms of Progress 8, the government’s new school
accountability measure, the Academy was ranked 2nd in
a list of over 30 local schools.

ACADEMY NEWS
The Governing Body would like to extend a special
thankyou to The Eastwood Choir who, at the request of
the family, performed at the funeral of the late Chair of
Governors, Rev. D. Booth, who sadly passed away on
14th September.
PUPIL SUCCESS

Click here for the Progress 8 Scores of Local Schools
Mr. N. Houchen BSc (Hon s), PGCE, NPQH
Principal
PUPIL SUCCESS
The highest individual GCSE performances were:
Rachael Steeles – 6 A*, 3 A and 1 B
Zac Littlejohn – 4 A*, 5 A and 1 B
Kyle Coulson – 4 A*, 5 A, 1 C
Phoebe Jeffery – 3 A*, 6 A and 1 B

Congratulations to all pupils who have received
celebrating success subject commendations this half
term, a selection of which are shown above.
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Pupil Success
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

EASTWOOD SCHOLARS PROGRAMME
The Eastwood
Scholars Programme
is an academic
programme run
jointly by The
Eastwood Academy
and The Brilliant
Club, an organisation
which aims to widen access to university. Twelve of the
most able pupils across Year 9 and 10 were selected to
participate in the programme which is delivered by
university lecturers. All twelve passed their final
dissertation! Well done!

Welcome – we are the 2016/17 Student Leadership
Team (StLT) and are privileged to have this
opportunity to represent the pupils at the Academy.
We are currently working on a range of projects, the
most significant being our constitution and terms of
reference. We intend to restructure Student Voice
to develop a more representative and sustainable
pupil body and are currently working closely with
Mrs. N. Niner to achieve this. It is very important to
us that we develop a structure which is both inclusive
and promotes and develops leadership and
responsibility at all levels.

THE EASTWOOD ACADEMY ALUMNI
Charlotte Law left the Academy in
2010. She has since trained at Rose
Bruford Theatre School and with the
National Youth Theatre. She recently
toured the UK playing Olive in Olive
and
the Dream Train (Lyric
Hammersmith, Warwick Arts Centre,
Exeter Phoenix) and has also toured
with Made Up Stories From My
Unmade Bed Page One Theatre (Lyric
Hammersmith, Latitude, Greenwich and Docklands
International Festival and Watford Palace).

Closer to home, so to speak, we are working on a
new Prefect tie, following changes to the Academy’s
badge and main school tie, and organising a ‘Class of
2017’ leavers’ jumper, yearbook and promenade
(prom) for Year 11 pupils.

Please contact Mr. Dunn with details of the Academy’s past
pupil successes.

PREFECT AWARD
The StLT nominated Nathan
M. (11S) for the StLT Prefect
Award.
Nathan
has
undertaken his duties with
exceptional diligence, despite
being on crutches! To
acknowledge
this
achievement, Mr. Houchen
presented Nathan with a
certificate and gift voucher.

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION

Lenny D. (8W)

PUPIL SUCCESS

Natasha L. (8S)

Well done to Year 8 for their wonderful healthy pizzas. A
special mention to the following pupils who achieved a score
of 10/10 - Nyah W. (8E), Cassidy D. (8S), Lenny D. (8W),
Natasha L. (8S), Mariam K. (8E) and Elle S. (8W)

Congratulations to the 518 pupils who recorded an
attendance of 100%!
Click here for a list of Pupils with 100% Attendance
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Events
PGL

EUROPEAN LANGUAGE DAY
During
the
week
commencing
26th
September,
the
MFL
Department celebrated the
European Day of Languages.

In August, 41 pupils and 7 staff embarked on the PGL
activity holiday to the South of France. During the week,
they participated in a range of water sports including
windsurfing, sailing, banana-boating and kayaking. The
pupils and staff then canoed a gruelling 19 mile stretch of
the Ardeche river, stopping off for cliff jumps and a night
under the stars (and rain).
GOOGLE

Throughout Europe, 800
million
Europeans
represented in the Council
of Europe's member states
are encouraged to learn
more languages, at any age,
in and out of school. The Council of Europe believes that
linguistic diversity is a tool for achieving greater
intercultural understanding and a key element in the rich
cultural heritage of our continent.
Pupils were invited to participate in a range of in-class
activities, ranging from general knowledge of European
countries to learning idioms in French and Spanish. Pupils
worked with a number of resources produced by the
European Commission, which they thoroughly enjoyed.
Tutor groups participated in an inter-tutor group general
knowledge competition, which was won jointly by 10B
and 10E.
The Department also ran a design competition for a new
MFL praise postcard. This was won by Ella L. (9A), and
we look forward to seeing her design adorn the new
cards.
YEAR 7 ROAD SAFETY ROADSHOW

On 23rd September, 11 of our most promising GCSE
Computing pupils spent a very exciting day at the London
Headquarters of Google. Whilst there, they took full
advantage of the opportunity to meet and question
current Google employees. They also completed an
introductory course to learn how to code apps for
Android phones and even managed to get a quick tour of
the famous Google offices. Pupils were complimented by
key members of Staff for their enthusiasm, curiosity and
knowledge of the company.
PUPIL SUCCESS
Congratulations to the pupils in Whinfell House who
helped record the highest attendance of all houses at
98.2%! Whinfell was established from September and has
pupils in Year 7-9.
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On 29th September,
Year 7 pupils had the
opportunity to take part
in
Essex
County
Council’s Road Safety
Workshop
Actors from the Riot
Act portrayed how pupils can be vulnerable to road
accidents, often without even realising the dangers. Pupils
were then able to interact with the actors to alter the
sequence of events and provide practical advice to their
peers. The workshop gave pupils invaluable advice and
guidance to help them make informed decisions about
road safety.

Extra-Curricular
ART WORKSHOP

MATHS BUDDIES

A talented group of Art pupils, ranging from Years 8-11, took
part in an extra-curricular figure drawing workshop. The
focus of the sessions was to develop skills when drawing the
Human Figure from Life.
The Figure is a notoriously challenging subject matter to
observe, and those involved had to learn the basics of
proportion, showcasing this knowledge within their drawings.
All the pieces of work were created in short time frames,
ranging from 5-15 minute sketches. The pupils were able to
increase the challenge within their drawings by including tone
when sketching the figure in a variety of poses and drawing
the figure alongside props.

This half term saw the beginning of a new Maths
initiative aimed at helping and encouraging our Key
Stage 3 pupils to progress in Maths.
The first month of ‘Maths Buddies’ has seen an
average of 58 pupils a week attend workshops led by
Year 9 and 10 pupils. It has been a huge success so
far, with lots of praise for the scheme from pupils and
parents.
STUDENT FINANCE SEMINAR
On the 10th October, the Academy hosted a Student
Finance Presentation. Year 11 pupils considering
university were informed of the different financial
options available. The presentation also commented
on the repayment of loans, dependents grants,
bursaries and scholarships.
The feedback from the presentation was positive
with pupils commenting that they now had a better
understanding of the costs associated with going to
university.
BOOK FAIR

A huge thank you to Megan W. (10E) and Georgia G. (10R)
who patiently modelled and posed for the pupils; we couldn’t
have run the sessions without you.
Congratulations to the following for their achievements:
Marija B. (11E), Alycha B. (10S), Chloe C. (9K), Lauren C.
(9S), Rebecca E. (10A), Morgan F. (8E) Georgia G. (10R), Beth
G. (11S),Alex G. (10E), Daniel M. (10S), Megan R. (10B), Milly
T. (10K), and Nicole T. (10A).
Please look out for an exhibition along the Art corridor.
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On 18th October, as
part of the Year 7
Transition
Evening,
the Academy hosted
its annual Book Fair.
All Year 7 pupils were
issued with a £4 book
voucher
which
enabled them to
purchase up to three
books.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

ACADEMY NEWS

As the Autumn Term draws to a close, I am able to
reflect on what has been a wonderfully rewarding period
in the Academy’s history and the prospect of an exciting
partnership ahead.

On 1st February 2017, The Eastwood Academy will form
a multi-academy trust (MAT) with Bournemouth Park
Primary School. The MAT, Eastwood Park Academy
Trust (EPAT), will initially be a cross-phase ‘Starter
Trust’ (< 5 schools) with aspirations to become an
‘Established Trust’ (~> 5 schools).
Click here for the FAQ Document
On the issue of partnerships, I would like to take this
opportunity to personally thank the Student Leadership
Team (StLT) for the work they have undertaken this
term and the comprehensive feedback they provided in
their report. I look forward to working with the StLT to
improve those aspects that were highlighted.

The Academy has been
awarded
the
Sainsbury’s
School Games Gold Award
for a second consecutive year.
The School Games Award is a
Government
led
awards
scheme launched in 2012 to
reward schools for their
commitment
to
the
development of competition across their school and into
the community.
The Academy is the only secondary school in Southend to
receive the award.
ATTENDANCE
Overall attendance for the Autumn Term was 96.5%. This
was 0.5% above the Academy’s self-imposed target of
96.0% and 1.5% above the national average of 95.0%.
Congratulations to Elvedon House for recording the
highest attendance. High praise indeed to the pupils, Head
of House, Mrs. L. Hodgson Clark, and SLT Link, Mr. M.
Cartlidge.

Finally, I would like to wish all staff, parents and pupils an
enjoyable Christmas and New Year and look forward to
your return in January.
Mr. N. Houchen BSc (Hons), PGCE, NPQH
ACADEMY SUCCESS
On 6th October, the
Academy received a letter of
commendation
in
recognition of the 2016
GCSE results - from Dr T.
Coulson, Regional Schools
Commissioner, East England and North East London.

House

% Attendance

Ashdown

96.0

Bowland

96.1

Elvedon

97.0

Kielder

96.3

Richmond

96.6

Sherwood

96.6

Whinfell

96.6

Overall

96.5

Congratulations to the 356 pupils who recorded an
attendance of 100%!
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Click here for the Letter from RSC

Click here for a list of pupils with 100% Attendance
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Pupil Success
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

ESU PUBLIC SPEAKING

Week
commencing
th
14
November, the
StLT undertook year
group assemblies. Their
presentation covered
leadership, the role of
Student Voice and the
specific ‘focus areas’ for the term.
The following week,
the StLT met with
Form Captains to
collate views and
responses, and then
compiled a report
which
they
presented to Mr. N.
Houchen. A number
of action points were
agreed and the StLT
will be following up
the progress in the
Spring Term.

On 1st December, the
Academy’s
ESU
Public
Speaking Team, comprising of
Alex G. (10E), Adanna A.
(10R) and Lia C. (10A), won
their first round against a
group of schools which
included St. Thomas More,
Thorpe Hall and James
Hornsby. The Team will now
move on to round two which
will take place in February.
THE EASTWOOD ACADEMY ALUMNI
James Hartnell left the Academy in
2008 and was accepted into
Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts
- one of London’s leading Drama
Schools - where he studied Acting
and graduated with a BA (Hons).

Click here for more about the Student Leadership Team
PREFECT AWARD
The StLT nominated Keeleigh G. (11B)
for the StLT Prefect Award. Keeleigh
has volunteered her services with a
number of StLT events this half term
and also stepped in to cover Prefects’
duties when required. To acknowledge
this achievement, Mr. N. Houchen
presented Keeleigh with a certificate
and gift voucher on 15th December.

Whilst training, James also discovered
his passion for writing and directing.
He was accepted onto the Lyric
Hammersmith’s Young Writers
group and then spent 12 months on the Writers Lab at
London’s Soho Theatre. James started a Young
Performers Company at Mountview, leading a group of
15-21 year olds and directing them in plays he had
written. James still teaches at Mountview and has had
various plays produced. His current play is on at London’s
Hope Theatre and his next play opens at the Gatehouse
Theatre at the end of July 2017.
Please contact Mr. N. Dunn with details of former pupils.
PUPIL SUCCESS

ELVEDON PUPIL SUCCESS
Congratulations to Mya G. (7E) who
was the winner of the UDO
Southcoast Street Dance Under 14s
Intermediate Championships.

Congratulations to all pupils who have received
celebrating success subject commendations this half
term, a selection of which are shown above.
Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Events
ANTI-BULLING ‘DROP DOWN’

CHARITY BAKE SALES

Week commencing 14th November, Year 7 and Year 8
pupils took part in 'drop down' interactive sessions
covering bullying. The sessions were principally designed
to promote tolerance, increase awareness and reinforce
reporting procedures.

On 25th November, Bethany L. (9S) and
Ellie L. (9E) organised a cake sale, raising
£116 for Children In Need.
Bethany made 84
cakes (including 24
pudsey bear shaped
cookies) and Ellie
made 26 allergy free cupcakes. It took 8
hours to make the 84 cakes - 3 hours
for the cookies and 4 hours for the
allergy free cupcakes (including icing).
On 1st December, Mackenzie
K. (10R), Josie H. (10R), Ellie O.
(10E) and Megan W. (10E)
organised a cake sale and raised
£110 for the Special Baby Care
Unit at Southend Hospital.
A fantastic effort from all
concerned – well done girls!
TATE BRITAIN TRIP

ROAD SAFETY
From 21st November, the footbridge at Kent Elms corner
was removed as part of the Council’s road widening
scheme.

On 26th November, Year 11 Art pupils visited the Turner
Prize at Tate Britain. The Turner Prize is a prestigious
commendation awarded to a British artist under the age of
50. The pupils had the opportunity to view exhibits and
respond to the work of current artists, fostering challenge,
intrigue and amusement.

The Academy would like to thank Mr. K. Buck who has
campaigned tirelessly to ensure that the works did not
compromise public safety.
The Academy will continue to raise awareness through
assemblies, roadshows and guest speakers.
Click here for the Road Safety Notice
Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Extra-Curricular
LILLE TRIP

YEAR 7 HISTORY CASTLE PROJECT

On 3rd December, MFL pupils visited
Lille, France, principally to enhance
their conversational French and
explore aspects of French culture.
Following a cold and early start to
catch the Eurotunnel, the pupils
arrived at le Petit Musée de la Gaufre
- in the town of Houplines - to see
how French waffles are made. They
took part in a cookery demonstration, then sampled these
local delicacies whilst learning cooking-related vocabulary.

During November, Year 7 History pupils worked on an
extended project. The theme was ‘medieval castles’
which pupils built and presented to their class. Some
pupils even produced edible ‘cake castles’ with an
astounding level of historical accuracy!

Arriving in Lille, everyone got into the Christmas spirit at
the market: jewellery, decorations, fondue, tartiflette
(melted cheese, ham and potato) and saucisse were just
some of the many items
available at the colourful market
stalls. The day was topped off
with a wander around Euralille
(a bit like Bluewater) to
purchase some Christmas
presents for family and friends.

Daisy B. (7A)

Harvey W. (7A)

Martha S. (7E)

Tia A. (7K)

Poppy C. (7K)

Spencer I. (7R)

Kai L. (7W)

Macie L. (7W)

Emma W. (7W)

Many thanks to Mrs. Haslett, Ms. Carter, Mr. Alcorn, Mrs.
Cassidy and Mrs. Hogan for their help on the trip.
STUDENT LEADERSHIP ACCREDITATION
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The Student Leadership Accreditation is an innovative
way of formally recognising the leadership skills of pupils
in the classroom, across the Academy, or in the wider
community. 102 Year 11 pupils have been entirely
responsible for the planning, preparation of resources and
execution, for a series of 5 lessons for KS3 pupils.
Activities included: team-building; games designed to raise
confidence and self-esteem; a variety of sporting and
fitness activities; cooking and healthy
eating; the formation of a new science
club; and the composition of music.
Feedback from the pupils was
immensely positive, with many stating
that they did not want the sessions to
finish! Congratulations to the Year 11
pupils for the successful delivery of
these sessions.

On Wednesday 16th
December,
pupils
demonstrated
their
musical talents for the
annual
Christmas
Concert. Featuring the
Choir and Orchestra, both ensembles, with members
drawn from all year groups, as well as our jazz and
percussion ensembles, duets and soloists, entertained
the audience with an eclectic mix of festive and not-sofestive items. The Choir continue to impress with their
beautiful harmony singing and the Orchestra are tackling
increasingly challenging material with apparent ease.
Truly a pupil-centred event, this year’s concert also
featured an all pupil technical team, whose organised and
calm approach contributed greatly to the smooth
running of this event.
Congratulations to all the pupils involved.

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Extra-Curricular
FASHION DESIGN COMPETITION

CROSS COUNTRY

Pupils from Years 7-9
participated in a 6 week
course in fashion design.
They learned how to sketch
the figure in fashion, create
patterns
and
texture
through mixed media, and design a couture garment
inspired by shells.

On 9th November, a number of pupils participated in the
Borough Cross Country Championships.

Jasmine S. (8K)

Megan R. (8W)

Boys
2nd
1st
2nd
3rd

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Seniors

Girls
2nd
2nd
2nd
4th

Mia P. (9W)

Congratualtion to all those who took part, with a special
mention to Kristians K. (8E) who won Gold and Kea P.
(7E) and Brooke W. (8K) who both won Bronze.

The course provided the platform for pupils to enter the
Basildon Fashion Awards. The pupils involved produced
a design under the theme ‘Constructing Culture’, and a
mood board showing the inspiration behind their design.
Judging took place in December and two pupils won! Mia
P. (9W) and Macie L. (7W) were selected among the
many entrants to attend the
awards ceremony in March
where they will collect their
prizes. Whinfell certainly have
some talented artists!
ANNIE PERFORMANCE
On the evenings of
Wednesday 7th - Friday 9th
December, and after weeks
of intensive rehearsals,
pupils from across the
Academy came together to
perform in ‘Annie: The
Musical’. With lead and supporting roles and chorus
drawn from across year groups (and, in a first for the
Academy, a canine guest star!), the show’s success is a
testament to the hard
work and commitment
of all involved both on
stage and behind the
scenes.
Congratulations to all
the pupils involved.

Congratulations to the Junior Boys' Cross Country Team
who won the English Schools Regional Cross Country
Final
on
12th
November. The team
then competed in the
National
Final
in
Liverpool
on
3rd
December,
finishing
11th in a field of the
country’s
top
24
schools.
YEAR 11 STUDY SKILLS

Week commencing 21st November, Year 11 pupils took
part in a series of seminars aimed at assisting them with
study and revisions skills for their forthcoming mock
examinations in January.
Click here for more on Exams and Revisions/Study Skills

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Celebrating Success
Congratulations to all pupils who were presented with certificates in the end of term House assemblies.
ASHDOWN

SHERWOOD

BOWLAND

WHINFELL

KIELDER

LUNCH WITH THE PRINCIPAL

ELEVDON

On 14th and 15th December, the Junior Boys' Cross
Country Team, Jack Petchey winners, and outstanding
pupil ambassadors, met for a Rewards Lunch with Mr.
N. Houchen

RICHMOND

The pupils recounted their achievements over the term,
interspersed with anecdotes from Mr. N. Houchen,
whilst enjoying the fine fayre.
Congratulations – you’re a credit to the Academy.
Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Extra-Curricular
YEAR 10 ART CERAMIC WORKSHOP

RASPBERRY PI FOUNDATION
Following a successful visit in July by Mr. O. Quinlan from
the Raspberry Pi Foundation, the Academy hosted a
return visit. Mr. O. Quinlan is undertaking a study
focusing on the most effective ways to teach Computing
to pupils at primary and secondary schools.

During November and
December, Year 10 Art
pupils took part in a
series
of
ceramic
workshops.
Activities
ranged from: responding
to seashore sources;
testing ideas in clay;
developing and improving
ceramic outcomes; and
creating
a
unique,
sculptural, sea inspired
form.

The visit allowed Mr. O. Quinlan to spend the day with
pupils who are learning to use Raspberry Pi computers
for the first time. He witnessed a Year 7 class
undertaking their first programming topic and was
impressed by the pupils’ ability to learn new skills and
solve problems independently.
Further visits are planned over the year to observe
pupils’ progress with their final projects, which include
wearable technology and a games console.
PSHEE AND CAREERS
Student Finance Tour
On 10th October, Year 11 pupils attended a presentation
from The Student Finance Tour which focused on
‘financial wellbeing’.
Southend United Community Educational Trust

ACTIVITIES
The Academy welcomes the local community to use its
high quality facilities for a wide variety of activities after
the school day or at weekends. Current activities for
children and adults are listed below. Please contact them
for availability and costs. As with any activity, please make
your own judgements regarding the suitability of the
sport/classes.
ACTIVITY
Swimming
Scuba Diving
Zumba
Personal Training
Circuit Training
Netball

Dance Schools
Basketball

On 31st October, Year 11 pupils attended a presentation
from Southend United Community and Educational
Trust. Representatives spoke about the different
opportunities within football clubs.
‘Make it Happen’
On 28th November, pupils attended a workshop run in
association with Essex Outreach Collaboration, aimed at
increasing their knowledge of Higher Education.
CONTACT DETAILS

Nemo’s Swim School–Tue/Wed/Thurs/Sat–call Lyn Gahagan 07935 341444
Sue Shaw Swim School—Fridays—call Sue Shaw 01245 466 087
Dive Odyssea, Rochford – call Debbie Woods 01702 542759
Marek – Saturdays 10-11am – call Marek 07923 536 101
ClubOneHundred - Personal Fitness Studio in Leigh – Tuesday/Thursday 8.15-9.15pm in the gym.
Call Mark Newton 0844 879 5100
Age 16+ - Wednesdays 8.15-9.15pm in the Sports Hall
Age 6-11 – Thursdays 6-7pm in the Sports Hall
Adults – Thursday 7-8pm in the Sports Hall
Contact Hayley Pegg hpegg@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
NT Dance House – classes for all ages Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Saturdays – contact Natasha
ntdancehouse@outlook.com
Rythmotyze – classes for all ages Tuesdays – call Hannah Knight 07473 539 353
Southend Swifts – Contact Paul May paul.may@swiftsbasketball.co.uk
Essex Rockets – Contact Josh Prentice josh.essexrockets@gmail.com
Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

ACADEMY SUCCESS

Although only 5 weeks in duration, much has occurred
during this half-term. Most notably, the release of
validated performance data via the DfE School and
College Performance Tables, the inauguration of EPAT,
and a whole range of activities and events that are
covered in this newsletter.

On 19th January, the DfE School and College Performance
Tables, were published.

Mr. N. Houchen BSc (Hons), PGCE, NPQH

Click here for the DfE Performance Tables

ACADEMY NEWS

For the 2016 cohort, the Academy achieved a Progress 8
score of +0.58, placing it in the highest performing
category i.e. top 10% of schools nationally.

Nationally, the Academy was ranked second in a list of
similar schools.
Click here for the Ranked Schools Nationally
Locally, the Academy was also ranked second in a list of
over 30 schools in Southend and Essex
Click here for the Progress 8 Scores of Local Schools

On 1st February 2017, The Eastwood Academy formed
a multi-academy trust with Bournemouth Park Primary
School - Eastwood Park Academy Trust (EPAT).

SUBJECT COMMENDATIONS

The principal reasons for establishing EPAT were to:






Form strong, collaborative partnerships with other
local schools.
Improve educational provision, standards and
outcomes in local schools.
Improve the transition from primary to secondary
education.
Improve recruitment, professional development
and career opportunities for staff.
Centralise business services, procurement and
administrative functions, thereby generating
efficiencies through economies of scale.

Congratulations to all the pupils who have received
Celebrating Success Subject Commendations this half
term. On Tuesday 7th February, pupils across all year
groups received their certificates from Mr. N. Houchen in
a special celebration assembly.

EPAT is also the hub for the Southend West School
Sports Partnership (SWSSP) which provides specialist
sporting services, provision and expertise to 54 schools.

Click here for more information www.epat.education

The Eastwood Academy, Eastwood, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, SS9 5UU
Tel: 01702 524341 Email: enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk Web: www.eastwood.southend.sch.uk

Pupil Success
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

THE EASTWOOD ACADEMY ALUMNI

The
Student
Leadership Team
(StLT)
have
continued
to
promote
the
importance
of
Student Voice at the Academy. This half term, the team
have organised follow up meetings with each year group.
Form Captains have collated pupil feedback on the impact
of the points raised in the Autumn Term and will shortly
be meeting with Mr. N. Houchen to relay their findings.

Melonie Clarke always knew she
wanted to be a journalist ever since
writing a film review for Babe in
Year 6. Once at Eastwood, her love
for English and Drama cemented
this desire to work in a profession
where she could spend her time writing.

Click here for more about the Student Leadership Team
PREFECT AWARD
The StLT nominated Lewis H. (11S) for
the StLT Prefect Award. Lewis has
volunteered to carry out a number of
additional duties at break and lunch. To
acknowledge this achievement, Mr. N.
Houchen presented Lewis with a
certificate and gift voucher on Monday 6th February.

On leaving university, she took the initiative and e-mailed
every magazine and paper she wanted to work for, and
was delighted when The Lady, Britain’s longest running
women’s weekly, replied asking her to come in for a
week’s work experience. One week turned into two,
which then became a six month internship, culminating in
a permanent position.
Melonie has now been at The Lady for nearly four years
and is currently Staff Writer and Web Editor. As well as
the hard work that goes with being a journalist, she has
had the pleasure of interviewing a number of celebrities
and writing a number of well received features.
Please contact Mr. N. Dunn with details of the Academy’s
alumni.
FOOD AND NUTRITION

U13 AND U15 FOOTBALL SEMI-FINALS
On Tuesday 24th January, the
U15 Girls’ Football Team
played in the semi-final of the
Essex Cup. They were
victorious
with
a
comprehensive 3-1 win over
Clacton.
The winning streak continued on Wednesday 25th
January, when the U13 Girls’
Football Team played against
Chingford. Again, despite a number
of challenging influences, they were
victorious with a 3-2 win and
secured another Essex Cup Final
appearance.
This is the first time in the history
of the competition that a school
has contested the Essex Cup across two separate age
groups in the same academic year – a fantastic
achievement!

Year 10 GCSE Food and Nutrition pupils were given a
task of creating a dish to meet the needs of a particular
life stage e.g. toddlers, school children, teenagers, adults
or the elderly. A selection of the best dishes are shown
below - they look fabulous!

Evie A.
(10K)

Sinead C.
(10B)

Rebecca E.
(10B)

Georgia G.
(10R)

The dates for both finals are yet to be confirmed, but it
is likely to be in March.
Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Matthew D.
(10B)

Amelia M.
(10B)

Pupil Success
SWIMMING CHAMPION

SOUTHEND ON SEA YOUTH COUNCIL

Lewis B. (11B) has been
swimming competitively for
Southend on Sea Swimming Club
since the age of 9. He currently
trains up to 10 hours a week and
has attended several week long
training camps at Crystal Palace,
London and in Barcelona, Spain.
Lewis competes in up to 12 open
gala competitions throughout the
year, swimming not only to record a personal best time
but to also gain qualifying times for the Essex County
Championships and the East Region Championships.

Congratulations to Daisy S. (9A)
who has been elected to represent
the Academy on the Southend
Youth Council as a Youth
Councillor and Junior Chancellor of
Finance. If any pupils are interested
in attending the Youth Council, the
meetings are on the first
Wednesday of every month, 5-7p.m. at the Civic Centre.

This season Lewis has qualified for every event at the
Essex Championships. Whilst he has made the finals at the
Essex Championships every year, he’d never won a
medal. This year, however, Lewis came 1st in the 200m
Backstroke and stepped up onto the podium to receive
Gold. He is now Essex County Champion in the 16 age
group. He also gained top 8 positions in the 5 other
events he competed in.

On Wednesday 1st February, Year 7 and 8 pupils
competed in the County Cross Country Championship.

In early February, in addition to becoming Essex County
Champion, Lewis was awarded 11 1st place trophies from
his club’s own championship. He was also awarded
“Swimmer of the Year” by his club at the Annual
Presentation Evening because of his fantastic commitment
to his training, respect for the sport and team mates and
his
outstanding
achievements
this
season.

Kristians K. (8E)

Also, a special mention to the following pupils who
qualified as reserves for the Essex Cross Country Team:

ATTENDANCE

Zach C. (7B)

Overall attendance has remained at 96.5%. This is 0.5%
above the Academy’s self-imposed target of 96.0% and
1.5% above the national average of 95.0%.
Congratulations to Elvedon, who are still leading the way!

Sophie A. (8A)

House

% Attendance

Ashdown

96.2

Bowland

96.2

Elvedon

96.8

Kielder

96.4

Richmond

96.5

Sherwood

96.5

Whinfell

96.5

Overall

96.5

Click here for more about the Southend Youth Council
CROSS COUNTRY

A special mention to the following pupils who qualified
for the Essex Cross Country Team:
Reece M. (7E)
George H. (8A)
Brook W. (8K)
James E. (8K)

Oliver G. (8E)
Jay K. (8W)
Finally, to top off a
fantastic day, the Year
8 Boys’ Team won the
overall competition
and were crowned
Essex
Champions.
This
wonderful
achievement
now
means
that
the
Academy currently
holds County, Regional and National Champion honours
in either Athletics or Cross Country.

Click here for the Pupils with 100% Attendance

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Events
GOOGLE VISIT

SPELLING BEE

There was great excitement on Wednesday 11th January
when over 600 pupils took part in ‘virtual field trips’,
courtesy of the Google Expeditions Team.
Pupils were given the opportunity to use virtual reality
goggles and software to visit countries far and wide,
explore marine life at the Great Barrier Reef, re-visit
major historical events, and take a look inside the human
body.

The Spelling Bee held
at the beginning of
December was huge
fun and enjoyed by all
of Year 7 and Year 8.
Two pupils, one boy
and one girl, from each
form
offered
themselves up, like lambs to a Spelling Bee slaughter.
There were four rounds and each round produced its
own champion, who won a £10 Amazon voucher, with
the runner up winning a chocolate Christmas stocking.
Our own superb Master of Ceremonies, Mr. S. Howard,
asked the questions, including some devilishly hard words
e.g. anachronistic, kinaesthetically and rambunctious.
Some of the teachers struggled with those! All in all it
was a wonderful way to spend an hour immersed in the
joy of literacy.
The 2016 winners were:

Pupils from Year 7 explored ecosystems from around the
world; Year 8 were able to learn about tectonic activity;
Year 9 studied the rainforests of Borneo; and Year 10
watched clips linked to contrasting levels of development
around the world.

Boys
Girls

Year 7
Arun J. (S)
Daisy A. (W)

Year 8
Mariam K. (E)
Callum D. (B)

Next year we plan to have a ‘Champion of Champions’
play off and find the ‘Ultimate Eastwood Spelling
Champion’,

YEAR 11 REVISION
A wide range of resources are available on the website.
Click here for Guide to Managing Exam Stress

LITERACY EVENING
Following our very successful Literacy Evening last year,
we are looking forward to welcoming you to this year’s
event on Thursday March 2nd at 6pm.

Click here for Revision and Examinations Guide
Click here for Study Skills Presentation

Year 7 parents are encouraged to attend and enjoy an
evening of speeches, quizzes and games, all aimed at
promoting a love of literacy.

Click here for Revision Presentation

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Extra-Curricular
MATHS COMPETITION

CAREERS

On
Monday
6th
February, a group of
four Year 10 pupils
travelled to King
Edward VI Grammar
School in Chelmsford
to take part in a
regional maths competition. Ben K. (10S), Amber. (10S),
Josie H. (10R) and Jess M. (10K) all represented the
Academy exceptionally well in a very difficult field made
up of mostly grammar schools. They achieved a huge
number of points, just slightly shy of scores reached by
our local grammar school rivals, and as a result were
placed in the top 10. They can all be exceptionally proud
of themselves, and the way they ‘held their own’ in a very
competitive field.

On the 23rd January there was an assembly from Karen
Tinnams from PROCAT, a specialist college established
to meet the workforce development needs of
businesses. She spoke about advanced apprenticeships to
support advanced engineering capability, and bespoke
training solutions to develop the expertise and skills of
the existing workforce.
Click here for more information on PROCAT
National Citizen Service is a government-backed
programme, which takes place during the school
holidays. It’s a great way for young people to learn the
skills for work and life they need to succeed in the future,
whilst having an amazing time. It costs £50, with all meals
and activities covered. The Academy may be able to offer
bursaries to those who need financial support.
Click here for more information on NCS

COMPUTING
It has been an inspiring half-term in Computing. Year 7
have been coding their own computer games. Year 8 have
been focusing on developing skills required for a career in
the digital industries of the future.
During lunchtime computing clubs pupils have embarked
on computing challenges set by peers, including game
design competitions and attempting extended tasks linked
to the activities completed in lessons. A friendly gaming
club has been established on Wednesday lunchtime to
allow pupils to experience retro arcade games re-built for
the Raspberry Pi. On Friday lunchtimes pupils have been
encouraged to develop their own independent projects,
plans for which include a Morse Code transmitter and
receiver and some Ultrasonic distance sensing gloves.
We conclude the half term with E-safety week in line with
Safer Internet Day on 9th February. All pupils in Year 7
and 8 will be undertaking sessions dedicated to the ever
changing role of the internet in our day to day lives and
how to remain safe in an online world. Pupils will be
guided to our own website where E-safety resources for
both pupils and parents can be found.
Click here for more information on E-Safety
Community computing has also continued to grow with
primary school visits being re-designed to increase the
challenge and achievement of the pupils, who can now
expect to learn how to code computer art, some simple
codes to ‘hack’ Minecraft, and complete simple
electronics projects using the BBC Microbit.

On Monday 6th February, Apprentice Ambassadors from
Thames Water led an electronics based activity and
talked about starting their careers in engineering. They
spoke about becoming an apprentice and the day in the
life of an engineer.
DEBATING COMPETITION
On Monday 6th February, Adanna A. (10R), Lia C. (10A)
and Alex G. (10E) swung into action once again for the
second round of the English Speaking Union’s Public
Speaking Competition at East Anglia University. Adanna
was the perfect example of composure, delivering her
speech to the audience clearly and assertively; Lia
chaired another speaker’s presentation, her natural
sincerity and courtesy shining through; and Alex refused
to let the guest speaker get away with vague answers,
showing that he had listened intently to the speaker’s
speech and their subsequent responses. Unsurprisingly,
for the second time, Alex won a certificate for
‘Questioner of the Evening’.
Alas, our pupils’ performance wasn’t enough to land a
further invitation to the next round but we were up
against a strong field, mainly from independent schools.

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Newsletter
Spring Term March 2017

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

ACADEMY SUCCESS
On 9th March, the Academy
received
a
letter
of
commendation from Rt Hon
N. Gibb MP, Minister of State
for School Standards.

The Spring Term is always a particularly significant
period, not least of which for prospective Year 7 pupils,
in respect to National Offer Day (1st March).
The Academy continues to be heavily oversubscribed,
with over 1000 preferences (including over 500 1st and
2nd preferences) for 200 places. At the request of the
Local Authority, the Academy will be admitting 210
pupils in September to assist in the growing demand for
school places.
As we accelerate towards ‘exam season’, I would like to
wish all pupils, particularly Year 11, a very productive
and enjoyable Easter break.

The letter stated that, based
on the 2016 Progress 8 score (the Government’s key
measure of performance in respect to pupils’ progress
from primary to secondary school), the Academy was
ranked in the top 5% of secondary schools nationally.
Given that there are over 3000 secondary schools in
England, the Academy is therefore ranked in the top 150
schools in the country.

Mr. N. Houchen BSc (Hons), PGCE, NPQH

Click here for the Letter
ATTENDANCE

ACADEMY NEWS

Overall attendance stands at 96.4%. This is 0.4% above the
Academy’s self-imposed target of 96.0% and 1.4% above
the national average of 95.0%.
Congratulations to Elvedon, who continue (relentlessly)
to lead the way!

In June 2015, the Academy was granted planning
permission with regards to the demolition of the current
DT Block and erection of a two storey Science and DT
Block extending from the main part of the site.
Click here for the Planning Letter

House

% Attendance

Ashdown

96.1

Bowland

96.1

Elvedon

96.7

Kielder

96.2

Richmond

96.4

Sherwood

96.4

Whinfell

96.4

Overall

96.4

Click here for the Building Plans
Click here for the Academy’s Attendance Policy
Subject to obtaining sufficient funds, the Academy aims
to construct the ‘new build’ by September 2018.

Click here for pupils with a 100% Attendance

The Eastwood Academy, Eastwood, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, SS9 5UU
Tel: 01702 524341 Email: enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk Web: www.eastwood.southend.sch.uk

Pupil Success
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

THE EASTWOOD ACADEMY ALUMNI

During this half term, the Student Leadership Team
(StLT) have focussed their efforts on improving
communication between the pupil body and the catering
company, Pabulum. Following the StLT’s intervention, all
pupils with allergies have been advised to speak to the
chef to access a personalised menu. In addition, the
weekly menu is now available to download from the
Academy’s website.

Emma O’Hara attended The
Eastwood Academy from 20062011. She took an active interest
in the excellent Performing Arts
Department and landed roles as
Eponine in Les Miserablés and as
Anita in West Side Story. She
attended South Essex College to
study BTEC Level 3 Performing
Arts (Acting) where she
experimented with many styles
of acting, in many roles, including:
the title role in Miss Julie; Carol in Oleanna; one of the
three witches in Macbeth; Tommy the Cat in Dick
Whittington; and The Laundress in The Trial.

Click here for canteen information
As we approach Year 11 exams, the
StLT have been actively involved with
the recruitment process for the new
Prefect Team. The StLT gave a
presentation to Year 10 pupils about
the role of a Prefect and the
application process. Year 10 pupils
have had the opportunity to speak to
the current StLT to find out more about the role before
they submitted their applications. Following a rigorous
selection process, the new Student Leadership Team and
Prefects will be announced after Easter and will be
mentored and coached by the current Year 11 StLT.

Emma graduated with triple Distinction and went on to
attend The University of Essex to study Level 4 in
Performance. She then took a gap year to travel, before
auditioning for London Metropolitan University in
Holloway, London, to study Acting and Theatre Arts.
Please contact Mr. N. Dunn with details of the Academy’s
alumni.
U13 ESSEX CUP CHAMPIONS

PREFECT AWARD
The StLT nominated Blythe P. (11E)
for the StLT Prefect Award. The StLT
feel that Blythe is a responsible
Prefect who is both committed and
reliable. She is always present at
duties, even during her exams. To
acknowledge this achievement, Mr.
N. Houchen presented Blythe with a
certificate and gift voucher on
Tuesday 28th March.
ELVEDON PUPIL SUCCESS
Congratulations to Tigi W. (11E) for passing her Level 1
Coaching Diving Qualification.
Tigi has spent two
months
preparing
for the event which
lasted three days and
involved thirty hours
of both theory and
practical exams.

On Monday 13th March, the U13 Girls’ Football Team
competed in the Essex Cup Final against Brentwood
County High School. The girls were sensational and
stomped to victory with an incredible 7-1 win to become
the ‘Champions of Essex’. A special mention to Uzo
Achebe who stepped in as goal keeper on the morning of
the event, a year below the age bracket, having never
played a game in her life! The team were: Uzoamaka A.
(7R), Ellie A. (8R), Tilly B. (7S), Bethany B. (8K), Morgan
F. (8E), Mia F. (8A), Emily G. (8E), Brooke H. (8K), Millie
L. (7S), Kayleigh L. (7S), Kea P. (7E), Sienna S. (8K),
Maddie S.(8R), Martha S. (7E).

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Pupil Success
YEAR 7 NETBALL TOURNAMENT

BOROUGH SWIMMING GALA

On Tuesday 28th February, in the freezing cold, the Year
7 Netball Team ventured over to Southend High School
for Girls (SHSG) for their first Southend Borough Netball
Tournament.
Game number one: an 8 – 0 defeat to SHSG A Team. We
knew it’d be a tough opener and despite the score the
girls played well.
Game number two: a 3 – 0 win over WHSG B Team.
Knowing this was a must win game, the shooters made
sure their shots counted.
Game number three: a 2 – 1 win against Belfairs. This was
a very tight game, going 0-1 down and having to battle
back; it could have gone either way.

On Wednesday 8th March, 50 pupils participated in the
Borough Swimming Gala at Garons where there were
some outstanding individual and team performances.
Brooke W. (8K) defended her title as Year 8 Girls
Backstroke Champion and Lydia D. (8K) won Gold in
the Year 8 Girls Breaststroke event. Both girls
represented the Academy in the Squadron and Relay,
meaning they raced against girls and boys in Year 11, but
still managed to beat them! Overall, Lydia won 5 medalsshe medalled in every event she raced in, and Brooke
was awarded 4 medals, narrowly missing out on 3rd place
in the Champion Girl Race which was also against much
older girls. Two highly talented girls who deserve a huge
amount of recognition for their achievements in the
pool.

Game four: a 1 – 0 win over St. Bernard’s. They had Ms
Stennett biting her nails; it was looking as though the
winner of this game would make it through to the semifinals.
Game five: 3 -1 against Shoebury B team.
Game six: the last group game, finishing with a 3 – 0
victory over Chase.
The girls were ecstatic, jumping around with joy! We
knew they had made it to the semi-finals, but
unfortunately lost 7 – 1.
The player of the tournament was a tough decision, but
was given to Kayleigh Lehane, who showed an excellent
skill level and accurate decision-making. Further, the
squad showed great camaraderie, giving each other lots of
encouragement on and off court.

Lewis B. (11B) is Year 10/11 Boys Backstroke Champion
and has been throughout his entire time at the Academy
- a phenomenal achievement. Throughout the gala, he
swam with class and elegance, and he also won medals
in every race he competed in, including the Champion
Boys Freestyle Race, where he came 2nd. Ben T. (10S)
also won Gold in the Year 10/11 Boys Breaststroke.

The team: Natasha B. (7E), Tilly B. (7S), Kayleigh L. (7S),
Georgia M. (7R), Isabelle M. (7K), Martha S. (7E), Olivia S.
(7W), Kea P. (7E), Shandra R. (7S).

In the overall standings, the Boys’ Team finished 4th and
the Girls’ Team 3rd - the most successful gala in recent
history.

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Pupil Success
DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

UKMT TEAM MATHS CHALLENGE

Congratulations to those Year 11 pupils
who were recently awarded their Duke
of Edinburgh (DofE) Bronze Award.
The pupils have spent a year
undertaking a physical activity, voluntary
work and a specific skill. In addition,
they have completed two gruelling
expeditions, hiking 50 km over two weekends, braving the
elements and encountering the local wildlife!
All of the pupils showed immense enthusiasm and
commitment despite one of the camps being evacuated
following localised flooding.
U14 ESSEX CUP CHAMPIONS

On Tuesday 14th March,
four pupils competed in
the
UKMT
Maths
Challenge at Bancrofts
School in Woodford
Green. Kamal A. (9W),
Roshaun
B.
(8W),
Cassidy D. (8S) and
Harry W. (9W) had all worked very hard over the last
few months practising for this competition. It involved
four distinct rounds, as well as the ability to work as a
team to solve a number of difficult mathematical
problems.
The first round consisted of ten questions to be solved,
with varying degrees of difficulty.
The second round was a crossnumber where one pair
had the across clues and the other had the down clues;
a number of these questions relied on the other pair to
solve a question on their puzzle first.
The third round was the ‘shuttle’ which relied on the
previous answer to be inputted into consecutive
questions.

On Friday 17th March, the U14 Girls’ Football Team
travelled to Lakeside FC to see if they were able to
maintain an incredible ‘3 from 3’ Essex Championships in
one week. They faced a very competitive Francis Bardsley
team who had moved convincingly through the
preliminary rounds. The girls started tentatively, but were
3-0 up at half time. It was an incredible 45 minutes
where the opposition were just totally outclassed.
Organised, competitive, driven - the girls were endless in
their pursuit of victory. Stunning performances from Ellice
C. (9E), Brooke H. (8K), Sienna S. (8K) and Charlotte W.
(9R) ensured that we were, once again, Essex Champions
with a 5-1 victory.
Essex is the largest county in the country and, as such,
local competition is seen as some of the best in the UK,
making the 3 county titles an incredible achievement for
the Academy.

Finally, the best round of
the day, was the relay,
which involved pairs
solving questions and then
running to the front to
collect the next question
for the other pair.
The team did extremely
well in a very difficult field (largely grammar and
independent schools) coming mid-table. Well done!
FOOD AND NUTRITION
Year 7 have been learning about
the stages of bread making and
the function of the ingredients.
Pupils then had to test their skills
by making four individual bread
rolls in true ‘Bake Off ‘style.
Congratulations to Akash DS.
(7A), the only pupil in Year 7 who
scored a perfect 10.

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Pupil Success
SOUTH EAST ESSEX DESIGN COMPETITION
On Thursday 23rd March, eight pupils exhibited examples
of their work at The South East Essex Design
Competition. They were called up one by one to discuss
their pieces and answer questions.
All eight pupils were awarded a commendation.
Congratulations – well done!
Arts Award
Caris C.(11B)
Nicole C. (11E)
Lewis B. (11B)
Matilda J. (8W) and Molly P. (8S)
Arthur S. (11R)

Gold Award
Silver Award
Silver Award
Silver Award
Bronze Award

Design Technology Awards
Aaron A. (10R)
Silver Award
Phineas W.-M. (7B)
Silver Award

Have you changed your contact details recently?
If so please make sure you come in and tell us or email enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk
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Pupil Success
BASKETBALL ESSEX CUP WINNERS

YEAR 8 NETBALL TOURNAMENT

On Wednesday 15th March, the
Year 9 Boys’ Basketball Team
made the trip to Great Baddow
High School to face the hosts in
the Essex Cup Final. Baddow had
recorded a comfortable 55 point win against SHSB in the
semi-final which, when combined with beating Eastwood
in the quarter-final pool group, meant they were strong
favourites.
After a shaky start, the boys composed themselves to lead
18-15 at the end of the first quarter.
The second half began in alarming fashion, as Eastwood
racked up five fouls in the opening two minutes. The boys
showed grit, determination and class to get themselves
back in front at 47-37. Time and again they made smart
decisions when attacking the basket, finding the open man,
normally Charlie Purdy, for well-worked baskets.
Baddow were not to be dismayed, bringing the score line
back to 51-46, resurrecting their chances of
victory. However, this group of Year 9 boys are a resolute
collective, and they made the final two baskets of the
quarter to give us a 55-46 lead with ten minutes of play
remaining.
Baddow were unable to claw their way back into the
game. Battered and bruised, we emerged triumphant,
taking the title of Year 9 Essex Champions by a score of
78-67.
Whilst
individual
acclaim will certainly be
earned by Charlie
Purdy, who scored a
career-high 32 points,
he will be the first to
tell you that this victory
was due to the unrelenting drive to succeed, and belief
that working as a collective, we will achieve together. The
boys are an absolute credit to the Academy and have
worked tirelessly to get to the milestone they have
achieved. They will go down in Academy history as only
the second team to achieve Essex Cup status.
The team: Ben A. (9A), Ben A. (9R), Ben B. (9A) missing
with injury, Will B. (9S), Harry B. (9S), Ewan L.-S. (9K),
Brandon N. (9W), Charlie-George P. (9K), Ben S. (9A),
Josh S. (9R), Ozzy W. (9B).

Pupils got off to a flying start winning 7 – 0 against
Southchurch, showing they meant business this year!
Next up, were St. Bernard’s B Team and a 3 – 0 win,
with Hannah Barker making some amazing interceptions.
Following this victory, was the strongest team in the
competition - SHSG A Team. The team started well and
fought hard, but lost 8 – 1. At this point, we had been
the only team to score against them!
Belfairs were our next opponents and, not letting the
defeat dampen their spirits, the girls blasted out of the
blocks and won 4 – 0.
The next game was against Shoeburyness. We were
quick to go into a 2 – 0 lead, but then, the ‘heavens
opened’. Both teams started dropping the ball and sliding
around the court. They held onto the lead and then
rushed to get into the mini bus to dry off.
There was a long wait for the last game of the
tournament against WHSG B Team. The girls pushed
and triumphed again, winning 2 – 0.
Unfortunately, in the semi-finals, WHSG A were just too
strong and won 13 – 2, not missing a single shot.
The whole squad played exceptionally well, reaching the
semi-finals for the first time. For consistently controlling
the games, using her superb skill level to assist her team
mates, the player of the tournament was given to Katie
Holt. Moreover, in terms of the most improved player,
this went to Grace V. (8R).
The team: Sophie A. (8A), Hannah B. (8W), Aaliyah B.
(8B), Beth B. (8K), Morgan F. (8E), Mia F. (8A), Katie H.
(8R), Talia M. (8A), Grace V. (8R).

Have you changed your contact details recently?
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Pupil Success
YEAR 9 NETBALL TOURNAMENT

DRAGONS’ DEN

On Thursday 23rd March, the Year 9 Netball Team
travelled to SHSG for the annual Borough Netball
Tournament. We arrived early to ensure the girls had a
thorough warm up and realised straight away it was going
to be tough. It was freezing cold, with strong winds
causing the ball to be blown all over the place.

On Wednesday 22nd March, five teams took part in
Dragons' Den 2017. Following three weeks of creativity
and hard work, pupils had to pitch their design ideas to
a panel of 'Dragons' in response to one of two briefs; to
either create a unique technological product that fills a
gap in the market, or to devise a unique product that
would enhance the learning and attainment of pupils.

Our first match was a ‘must win’ against St. Bernard’s. We
started strong, with excellent passing and controlled the
game. It took a while for the shots to go in, due to the
high winds, but they did eventually, resulting in a 3 – 0 win.
As we walked off court our GK, Freya, commented that
she had nothing to do during the game!
The second game was against a SHSG A Team. We held
our own for the first half, with our defence making some
brilliant interceptions. Freya was definitely not
complaining of having nothing to do in this game!
Unfortunately, SHSG shots started flowing in and, despite
Beth’s amazing goal from near the edge of the circle, we
lost the game.
Our third game was against SHSG B Team. The girls
battled hard but SHSG were scoring all their
opportunities. We then lost our GD due to an injury and
ended up losing the game.
Player of the tournament was Holly Ling, showing
excellent ball control and skill throughout.
The team: Freya B. (9R), Ellice C. (9E), Ellie F. (9R), Ellie
L. (9E), Holly L. (9E), Ella L. (9R), Libby M.-W. (9R), Beth
P. (9E), Catalina V. (9B).

The Dragons for the evening were Mr. N. Houchen, Mr.
P. Barrett, Mrs. K. Heath, Mr. S. Alcorn and Mr. N. Dunn.
Pitches included: a watch which was aimed to increase
the safety of dementia sufferers; a new system to identify
pupils who brought a mobile phone into school; and a
holographic teaching aid to project 3D images into the
classroom.
Following each pitch, the pupils were subjected to
extensive questioning from the Dragons and it was a real
pleasure to witness how well they coped, including their
well-considered, well- reasoned and articulated answers.
After much deliberation, the winning team was
announced as Team Dem Zone: Chloe C. (9K), Ellie L.
(9E), Ella L. (9R) and Millie W. (9K) who pitched their
invention for a safety watch for dementia sufferers.
In second place came Team CHAO-TECH: Alex B. (8S)
and Rhys D. (8W) with a holographic teaching aid.
Third place was awarded to Team No Phone: Grace Ro.
(8E), Amber T. (8A), Brooke W. (8K) and Maddison W.
(8W).
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Events
SKI TRIP

MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKERS
On
Friday
10th
February,
pupils
embarked on the
annual ski trip to a
small resort known as
Tonale, situated in the
snowy hills of Italy.

On board everybody was excited about the trip ahead,
except for Mr. S. Watkins, who was more concerned
about missing the Six Nations RU Championship.

On Tuesday 7th March, Year 10 pupils ‘dropped down’
from their normal timetable to work with a guest
speaker – Kanuka Simpson.

On arrival, the weather conditions were flawless, with
perfect blue skies five out of the six days, allowing for
optimum skiing conditions.
The pupils were placed into groups after a quick test of
their skiing ability and were immediately able to hit the
slopes. Over the six days, all those on the trip made
amazing progress, eventually taking on some of the more
difficult runs the resort
had to offer. There
were a few comical
tumbles, but all in all it
was, as always, another
amazing experience for
both pupils and staff.
For further information,
please see Mr. D.
Bracknell.
CAREERS CONVENTION
On Monday 20th March, the
Academy held its annual Post16 Careers Convention. The
convention was represented
by 21 different exhibitors
including a number of Sixth
Form colleges, FE colleges,
CIAG and apprenticeships.
NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK
National Apprenticeship week ran from 6th – 10th March.
During the week pupils participated in a number of
different
activities
including:
understanding
apprenticeships; how to find an apprenticeship; higher
and degree apprenticeships; apprenticeship quiz; and
application tips/interview checklist.

The day started with Kanuka speaking to all Year 10
pupils. He shared both experiences and suggestions on
how they can take action to improve their concentration,
focus and exam results. Kanuka then led two workshops
encouraging pupils to think differently, and to consider
how they might move outside of their ‘comfort zones’ so
they can grow, take more control and fulfil their
potential.
On Wednesday 29th March, pupils
from Years 7-10 had the
opportunity to listen to a special
guest speaker - Aldo Kane. Aldo is
a
former
Royal
Marines
Commando, who now makes his
living working as a stunt co-ordinator and TV adventurer!
He has worked on several
Hollywood blockbusters (including
the “Marvel” films), BBC natural
history documentaries and many
other TV programmes. Aldo talked
about the many lessons that his extraordinary
experiences had taught him. Each of his ten “Lessons
from the Edge” came from a different experience,
including rowing across the Atlantic, collecting samples
from inside of an active volcano and being charged by two
black rhino in Africa. Aldo delivered a fascinating and
thoughtful presentation which encouraged many pupils
to ask questions about decision making, determination,
goal setting and ambition.
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Extra-Curricular
NETBALL TRAINING SESSION

MUSIC PERFORMANCE

On Thursday 23rd February, the Academy were privileged
to have Ashleigh Neal, a professional netball player from
Australia, visit and lead a training session for our Year 7
and 8 pupils.

On Wednesday 1st March, pupils performed three
percussion items as part of a programme comprising
musicians from a large number of local borough schools
at the Palace Theatre. The comments received after the
event heaped praise on these young people for their
talent, professionalism and conduct. Their performances
were as good as any on the stage that night (and a
highlight for many of the audience members). A great
achievement, considering that many of the acts
comprised of musicians currently taking their A-levels!

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the practices and games she
led during the session, which focused on movement and
driving towards the ball. The pupils listened intently to her
advice and coaching tips which helped them greatly in the
Borough tournaments this term.
There was time at the end for
the pupils to ask questions, and
they got a small insight into the
life
of
a
professional
sportsperson.
The details that Ashleigh
imparted focused on training
programmes, diet and nutrition
and expectations of a professional athlete.
Everyone involved thoroughly enjoyed the day and we
look forward to many more from professional sports
people.
CAREERS
Working with ‘Career Ready’, the Academy hosted two
events.
Year 10 pupils participated in the Explore Programme exploring ways that people can get a job and
understanding the qualities employers value. The group
spoke with Essex and Suffolk Water about different job
roles and access to jobs within the organisation.
Year 9 pupils took part in the Aspire programme – aimed
at raising aspirations around different careers and helping
pupils consider and plan their own career path.

Representing the Academy was the Percussion
Ensemble, drawn from pupils in Years 8 – 11, and a group
of very promising Year 7 pupils who joined them on the
stage to perform a West African drumming piece (some
of whom have never performed live before last night).
African Drummers
Uzoamaka A. (7R)
Tia A. (7K)
Ashlin B. (7R)
Kitty B.(7K)
Holly G. (7B)
Chelsea M. (7R)
Grace S. (7S)
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Percussion Ensemble
Henry B. (11K)
Luke C. (11E)
Anna G.(8W)
Archie G. (9S)
Maia L. (10R)

Celebrating Success
BREAK WITH THE PRINCIPAL

UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX - MATHS WORKSHOP
On Tuesday
28th
March, pupils attended
the University of
Essex, Colchester, to
take part in a series of
maths
workshops
aimed at promoting Maths beyond GCSE level.
The first part of the day was a talk in the lecture theatre
from Katie Steckles, who talked about the ‘Greatest
Mathematical Puzzles’ and prizes provided by the
Millennium Problems, for which £1,000,000 is the main
price. Some of the pupils were definitely interested at
this point! Adanna stepped up straight away to volunteer
an answer for one of the other non-monetary questions
posed, and the rest of the talk was concerned with
‘outside the box’ solutions
to
real-life
problems,
including some pancake
flipping.

On Thursday 23rd March, pupils were invited to attend a
special break with Mr. Houchen. Pupils were congratulated
on their sporting successes and enjoyed some
refreshments and convivial conversation.
DUKE OF ENDINBURGH
On Tuesday 28th March, six pupils received their Silver
Duke of Edinburgh award at the Civic Centre in a
ceremony attended by local councillors and the Duke of
Edinburgh co-ordinators for Southend. Not only was it a
great pleasure to see Lewis Catling, George Dacosta,
Callum James, Callum Popham, Amber Priestnell and
Henry Smith, representing the Academy and receiving
their awards, but an Eastwood Duke of Edinburgh video
was chosen to be shown to all of the schools and parents
in recognition of their hard work. Furthermore, the
Eastwood staff present – Mrs. Lillywhite, Mrs. Pacey and
Ms. Stead were then called to the stage to receive a
certificate from the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme in
recognition of the increased completion rate from
September to March 2017.
A big thank you to the staff who commit hours of their
time in lesson, after school and/or on the weekends.

The second part of the day
was a workshop concerned
with the strengths of social media relationships. The
pupils were discussing who the most
important link in a social media clique
was – the person with the most friends,
or person who has the most links to
more isolated people. Alex G. (10E) and
Nicole T. (10A) both had very good
ideas which they shared with the rest of
the group.
The third workshop was looking at randomness and
how you can tell if something has been faked or actually
randomised.
The final workshop was a series of maths logic
puzzles. Alex managed to come up with a solution to
one of the problems using a
method that the professor had
never seen done before. Alex
had to stand at the board and
explain to the rest of the group
(how to use his algebraic
method of solving it.
A great opportunity for the pupils and one that they will
remember.

Click here for the Certificate
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Celebrating Success
Congratulations to all pupils who were presented with certificates in the end of term House assemblies.
This includes pupils who received Subject Commendations this half term.
ASHDOWN

ELVEDON

BOWLAND

RICHMOND

KIELDER

SHERWOOD

WHINFELL
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Newsletter
Summer Term May 2017

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As we enter ‘exam season’ this is always a particularly
demanding time of year. The 2017 cohort are the first to
undertake reformed GCSEs in English and Mathematics
and this will be extended to virtually all subjects for the
2018 cohort.
The demands of the reformed GCSEs are considerable
and I would like to take this opportunity to thank staff,
pupils and parents for the preparatory work that has
been undertaken as schools transition this significant
change in curricula and assessment.
Should parents or pupils have any further questions
relating to reformed GCSEs, revision, examination
timetables, or any other related topics, I have taken the
liberty of providing a range of documents which can be
accessed via the Academy website.
Click here for more information on GCSE Exams

KEY DATES 2017/18
The following dates have been confirmed for 2017/18:
INSET
1st September
20th October
3rd January
4th January
5th January

Parents’ Evenings
16th October (Year 7)
30th April (Year 8)
19th March (Year 9)
5th March (Year 10)
22nd January (Year 11)

SUBJECT COMMENDATIONS
Congratulations to all the pupils who have received
Celebrating Success Subject Commendations this half
term. On Thursday 25th May, pupils across all year groups
received their certificates from Mr. N. Houchen in a
special celebration assembly.

This time of year also sees a change in student
leadership. I would like to personally thank the 2016/17
Student Leadership Team (StLT) for their contribution
during the academic year. It has been an absolute
pleasure to see their interpersonal and leadership skills
flourish and to have the privilege of being able to offer
this opportunity.
I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome the
newly elected StLT (below) and look forward to working
with them during the academic year 2017/18.

The Eastwood Academy, Eastwood, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, SS9 5UU
Tel: 01702 524341 Email: enquiries@eastwood.southend.sch.uk Web: www.eastwood.southend.sch.uk

Pupil Success
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM 2016

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM 2017

The Academy would like to thank the 2016/17 Prefects
and, in particular the StLT, for their considerable
contribution – the bar has certainly been raised! To
acknowledge this, the incoming and outgoing StLT met
with Mr. N. Houchen and Mrs. K. Heath (Trustee
responsible for Student Voice) for a ‘special lunch’ on
Wednesday 10th May.
For their remaining time at the Academy, the existing
StLT will be working closely with the newly appointed
StLT to ensure a seamless transition.

Alex G. (SP), Josie H. (SP), Evie A. (SP), Megan W. (SP), Harry B. (SP)
Georgia G. (DHG), Adanna A. (HG), Sam B. (HB), Momin S. (DHB)

Following a rigorous appointment process involving:
formal application; staff endorsement; duties; feedback
from Pastoral Leaders; interviews with the StLT; and a
staff vote, the new StLT was inaugurated on Tuesday 2nd
May.

PREFECTS 2017
The Academy has a well-established Prefect System
which reflects our policy of giving children responsibility.
This system involves staff and pupils working together
and encourages the development of initiative, reliability
and maturity. In this way, the Prefects provide a strong
support network for the younger pupils.

On Wednesday 10th May, Mr. N. Houchen presented the
new cohort of Prefects with their ties and badges.
In total, 41 pupils were successful out of a possible 90
applicants.
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Pupil Success
JACK PETCHEY AWARDS

HISTORY EXEMPLAR WORK

On Wednesday 17th May the Jack Petchey Awards
evening was held at the Palace Theatre. The Academy
had 5 pupils win a ‘Young Achiever’s Award’ for their
various successes. It was a great evening and the pupils
were a credit to their family and the Academy. Alongside
this, the Academy’s very own percussion ensemble were
selected to perform as part of the evening’s
entertainment and they were absolutely brilliant.
Considering most of the other performances were
college students or university undergraduates, our
ensemble of Year 8, 9, 10 and 11 pupils were far and
away the best act of the night.

In History pupils were asked to create a protest poem
which aimed to show the impact of the segregation and
discrimination laws in the deep south of USA. ‘Strange
Fruit’ by Billie Holiday, was used as a guide for pupils, but
this poem by Cerys H. (10E) went above and beyond,
covering all key areas and asking poignant questions of the
reader. Well done Cerys.

Winners:
Chloe SA (10S), Kristians K. (8E), Sinead C. (10B)
Bella G. (9W), Luke C. (11E)
ATTENDANCE
Overall attendance is currently 96.4%. This is 0.4% above
the Academy’s self-imposed target of 96.0% and 1.4%
above the national average of 95.0%. Congratulations to
Elvedon, who are still leading the way!

Percussion Ensemble:
Maia L. (10R), Luke C. (11E), Anna G. (8W), Archie G.
(9S), Molly P. (8S)

House

% Attendance

Ashdown

96.2

Bowland

96.2

Elvedon

96.6

Kielder

96.1

Richmond

96.3

Sherwood

96.3

Whinfell

96.3

Overall

96.4
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Events
YEAR 10 FOOD AND NUTRITION MOCK

YEAR 11 GCSE ART EXAM

As part of their GCSE Food and Nutrition course, Year
10 pupils had to complete a 3 hour mock exam. They
had to produce three dishes in three hours, showing a
variety of skills. They could pick from three tasks
either designing a menu for a vegetarian, a
Mediterranean menu or a menu high in fibre for
teenagers. Below are some examples of the meals
produced.

As a culmination to the course, Year 11 Art pupils had 10
hours to create their final artistic piece.

Evie A. (10K)

Their starting points were selected out of a list of words set
by the Exam Board and included: ‘detail’; ‘wrap’; ‘music in art’;
‘out of place’; and ‘assembled’.
The pupils produced their final pieces using a variety of
mediums to communicate their intentions.

Georgia G. (10R)

Nicole C. (11E)

Katie J. (10E)

Ellie P. (10A)

Sammy C. (11A)

ENGLISH SCHOOLS ATHLETICS CUP
On Wednesday 17th May, pupils participated in the 1st
round of The English Schools Athletics Cup which took
place at Chelmsford Athletics Stadium. The pupils
showed tremendous grit, determination and drive and
it was an absolute pleasure to see the cohesiveness and
unity of the teams, regardless of their year group.

Connie B. (11K)

All four teams reached the Regional ‘A’ Final which is
a first for the Academy. The Regional Final will take
place in Bedford on 15th June, the day before the
Borough Finals, which will ensure all the athletes are
kept very busy!

Alice W. (11S)
Arthur S. (11R)

James S. (11B)
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Lewis B. (11B)

Extra-Curricular
D OF E PRACTICE WEEKEND 1

D OF E PRACTICE WEEKEND 2

On Saturday 6th May, Year 10 pupils (61 in total)
completed their Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition at
Belchamps.

On Saturday 13th May, the second group of Year 10
pupils (64 in total) completed their Duke of Edinburgh
practice expedition at Belchamps.

The pupils were a real credit to the Academy, covering
25km in highly changeable weather conditions, whilst
carrying their entire kits, including tents, roll mats,
sleeping bags, clothes, food and cooking equipment.

Once again the pupils were a real credit to the Academy
with one member of the public stopping us to
compliment staff on the pupils’ conduct, maturity and
resourcefulness.

Staff and pupils alike, indulged in a few culinary delights
including bacon risottos, chicken curry, spaghetti
bolognaise and, of course, homemade brownies from Maia
L. (10R).

Saturday’s weather was particularly favourable but
Sunday greeted the pupils with heavy downpours and
wet kits!

After an epic football match, bonfire, watching bats circle
over our heads, and then toasting marshmallows, the
pupils were exhausted and finally went to sleep at
10.30pm – although a few who were a little excited were
still wide awake at 2am.
Although there were many successes over the weekend
some pupils really stood out for their hard work, support
of others and gritty determination – Keylan A. (10E), Josie
H. (10R), Charlie LS. (10E), Jack R. (10R) and Harry S.
(10A).

Mr. S. Harrison led the Saturday evening sing song
around the campfire and there was some great
marshmallow toasting from Alex G. (10E) and Allysha J.
(10A).
Although there were again many successes over the
weekend, some pupils really excelled – Daisy P. (10S),
Tyler S. (10E), Will W. (10K) and Josh W. (10A)

D OF E SUCCESS
On 28th March, staff and
pupils attended a DofE
event at the Civic Centre
and received an award for
the
most
improved
completion rates in the
borough.
Click here for the Certificate
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

YEAR 11 GCSE ART MODERATION

As another academic year draws to close, I am able to
reflect on what has been an incredibly successful and
rewarding year for the Academy.

On Thursday 29th June, the Year 11 GCSE Art Moderation
took place. Pupils showcased their hard work.

On 25th August, the Academy recorded its best ever
GCSE results,
On 23rd September, Mr. D. Piercy and I had the great
pleasure of attending a gala evening at The Terrace
Pavilion, House of Commons, in celebration of The
Parliamentary Review 2016.
Click here for The Parliamentary Review
On 6th October, the Academy received a letter of
commendation from Dr T. Coulson, Regional Schools
Commissioner, East England and North East London.
Click here for the Letter from RSC
On 13th October, the DfE published the School and
College Performance Tables. The Academy was ranked
in the top 5% of schools nationally; second in a ranked
list of similar schools nationally; and second in a list of
over 30 schools in Southend and Essex, all of which
resulted in formal recognition from the Rt Hon N. Gibb
MP, Minister of State for School Standards.
Click here for the DfE Performance Tables
Click here for the Ranked Schools Nationally
Click here for the Progress 8 Scores of Local Schools.
Click here for the Letter from N. Gibb MP
On 1st February 2017, The Eastwood Academy formed
a multi-academy trust with Bournemouth Park Primary
School - (EPAT). I am immensely pleased with how the
partnership is progressing and look forward to the
developments in 2017/18.
Finally, throughout the course of the year, I have had the
great pleasure of reading the huge array of achievements
of the pupils, which continues to make me immensely
proud and privileged to be the Principal.
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Pupil Success
STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM

ATHLETICS ESSEX CHAMPIONSHIPS

The new Prefect Team began their duties in April
releasing the Year 11 Prefects to focus on their revision.
The Student Leadership Team (StLT) created rotas and
have been organising the duty teams.
To date, Prefects have supported the StLT and the
Academy in a number of events including: Year 7 and 8
Parent Consultation evenings; Curriculum Pathway
Evening; Open Evening; Year 6 Induction Day; and
Commendations Evening.
All Prefects have made an excellent start to their
duties/roles.
Click here for more about the Student Leadership Team
PREFECT AWARD
The StLT nominated Ellie M.
(10A) for the StLT Prefect
Award. Ellie has assisted the
StLT with numerous events
after school and also
stepped in for a Senior
Prefect involved to assist the
StLT.
To
acknowledge
this
achievement, Mrs. N. Niner presented Ellie with a
certificate and gift voucher.

E -SAFETY
If used appropriately, the internet is a safe, fun and
informative place, however there are also risks and at
some point you may need support.
Click here for the Risks and Support
In Year 9, pupils have
recently
had
the
opportunity
to
complete the BCS Esafety
Level
1
qualification
which
examines the potential
risks associated with being online, how to protect
yourself and your personal information online, as well as
how to behave responsibly and within the law whilst using
the internet.

Stadium, Chelmsford.

On Saturday 10th June, a
number of Academy pupils
represented the Southend
borough in the Athletics
Essex Championships at
The
Melbourne
Park

A special mention must go to two pupils:
Firstly, Nathan S-H. (10A), who participated in the
Intermediate Boys’ Shot-Put. In order for him to progress
he had to finish in the top eight. Nathan progressed into
the final phase in 5th position, but managed to pull out a
huge throw of 11.19 metres which exceeded the national
standard.
Secondly, Will B. (9S) who
enjoyed a rollercoaster ride
in the Junior Boys’ High Jump
competition.
Prior
to
Saturday, Will's personal best
was 1.77m, 1cm short of the
national standard. With the
bar on a ridiculous 1.8m, Will
and another pupil cleared it.
The bar was raised to 1.84m and Will's opponent cleared
it first time to equal the Essex Championship record. Will
failed his first two attempts and it was down to his third
and final attempt to stay in the fight for a gold medal. He
cleared it! The bar was now raised to 1.87m, it was a step
too far for Will's opponent but Will somehow managed
to clear it.
The competition ended with Will winning after clearing
1.89m, setting a new Essex Championship record by 5cm
and a new Academy Year 9 record by 9cm. Will is now
currently ranked number 1 in the country and
represented Essex in the National Athletics Finals on
Saturday 8th July in Birmingham.
Other notable contributions include:
Pupil
Amy F. (11E)
Charlie-George P. (9K)
Evie A. (10K)
Grace C. (9S)
Ben S. (9A)
Brandon N. (9W)
Lauren W. (9S)
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Position
4th in the IG 300m
4th in the JB 800m
5th in the IG Hurdles
5th in the JG High Jump
6th in the JB Javelin
6th in the JB 300m
7th in the JG Long Jump

Pupil Success
BRITAIN’S GOT TALENT

JACK PETCHY

Mya G. (7E) has fulfilled one
of her dreams by dancing
with her idols Diversity. She
not only danced with them
but did this at the Britain’s
Got Talent live final show on
Saturday 3rd June.
Mya spent every afternoon of
the holiday at the dance
studio rehearsing, some days running late into the
evenings and had to be at the TV studio at 6am on
Saturday
morning.

On Tuesday 20th June, Mr. N. Houchen presented the Jack
Petchy winners with their certificate at a special
celebrating success event with the Principal.
Oswald W. (9B) was nominated for his commitment to
his studies, the wider Academy community and the PE
department. He is also a Literacy Ambassador and has
given up his time to support the Academy with literacy
evenings and other related events. He is also a keen
sportsman, representing the Academy in basketball,
football and athletics.

It was a fantastic
opportunity for
Mya and she's so
thrilled to be
selected to do
this.
SPEAKER’S AWARD
On Thursday 8th June, Mr. N.
Houchen presented Alex G.
(11E) with an ESU certificate
for ‘Best Questioner’ in the
ESU
Public
Speaking
Competition. Following the
presentation, Alex and Mr.
N.
Houchen
debated
politics, in particular the
General Election and Brexit.
CANCER CHARITY FUNDRAISING
Lucia B. (7S) recently had her hair cut off for the Little
Princess Trust charity. She has so far raised over £400!

Sam B. (10K) and Lachlan D. (10R) were nominated for
reporting an accident to the police during a DofE
expedition in Hockley. The police then took over and
complimented the boys for their response and actions to
an emergency situation. They were also a huge help to all
the staff on the DofE weekend and role models within the
Academy.
Alexander B. (8S) was nominated for his role in
establishing a ‘Warhammer club’ in school. Alex was keen
to start a club that was unique and offered something
‘alternative’. Attendance is improving by the week and
Alex hopes to attract members from the incoming Year
7.
Rebecca E. (10A) was nominated for her outstanding
achievement in Art. Rebecca is a fantastic artist and has
given up a considerable amount of her time to act as a
volunteer with the Art Department. She single handily put
together a careers display along the Art corridor, which
she researched, designed and compiled independently.
Lucia B. (7S) was nominated for raising money for the
Little Princess Trust charity. The charity provides real hair
wigs free of charge to boys and girls across the UK and
Ireland that have sadly lost their own hair due to cancer
treatment and other illnesses. In addition to providing her
own hair, Lucia has so far raised over £400.
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Pupil Success
NATIONAL FINALS

DOFE ASSESSMENT WEEKEND
On Friday 30th June, 5 pupils embarked on adventures
through the New Forest for their Silver Duke of
Edinburgh Award Practice expedition. Henry B. (11K),
Harry D. (11E) and Jake S. (11B), along with Jack R. (10R)
and Josh W. (10A).

On Saturday 1st July, the Junior Girls’ Athletics Team
competed in the National Athletics Final in Oxford.
Historically, this is the first time that a girls’ team has
reached the Final and, after a night in a hotel, the girls
represented the Academy with distinction.
Conditions for the competition were close to being
perfect and, as the day progressed, the sun made an
appearance to help us all out. During the morning track
session, the team repeatedly hit school records and
personal bests and ended up 8 points over our estimated
target for the morning.
We couldn’t have made a better start. Nerves were now
starting to ‘kick in’ for the individual field events, but the
girls held strong and hit target on most of their events.
We calculated our score and achieved an amazing 406
points that placed us 7th in the country! Our target for
the day was 400 points, which we thought would be a
stretch but the girls were amazing, and are an incredible
group that showed grit, determination, passion and pride
in the vest that they were wearing.
As a group, the girls epitomised the Academy ethos of
Believe, Succeed, Together and a number of parents
commented on the cohesiveness of the group, creating
such a lovely atmosphere for the girls to compete in,
making us all immensely proud.

Once arriving in the New
Forest the boys set off on
their first walk. They took
a route from Ashurst
train station to Foxlease
Scout Campsite. The
journey took 8 hours in
total and the boys arrived
on site at 8.10pm,
laughing about the walk and looking forward to the days
ahead. The boys were exhausted after an evening of
mingling with the rest of the pupils from Southend High.
Their second day began yet again nice and early, and
unfortunately faced with a rather wet morning. The boys
were up and out of their tents by 5.30am and cooking a
hearty breakfast by 6.00am with no concerns of the rain
trying to dampen their moods! The Eastwood boys were
the second of 4 groups to set out and left around 8.00am.
Moods had slightly changed on camp Monday morning as
the realisation hit them that it was home time. They were
an amazing help when it came to loading up the minibuses
and even refused teachers carry their own kit. Both staff
members from SHSB were highly complementary of our
pupils and expressed how much of a credit they are to the
Academy. When we arrived back at the school Harry and
Josh stayed once again to help unload the minibus.

We are extremely proud of all 5 pupils for their incredible
efforts over the 4 days but a special mention must go to
Josh and Jack who had only completed their Bronze
Award the week before!
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Events
DOFE ASSESSMENT WEEKEND

MFL DEPARTMENT TRIPS
The Modern Foreign Languages
Department undertook a French
and Spanish trip to The Europa
Centre in Hornchurch.
The half-day trip in July included an
‘Arrival Lounge’ session during which the French and
Spanish native speaking staff prepared pupils for the visit.
The main part of the visit included popular activities like
role-plays in shops, theft or missing person scenarios!
There was also a plenary ‘Departure Lounge’ session in
which pupils were able to reflect on their experience.

On Saturday 10th June, Year 10 pupils embarked on their
Duke of Edinburgh final expedition to Danbury. Pupils
walked 25km in very hot temperatures and camped
overnight at Riffhams. This is a very traditional Scout
campsite set in beautiful woodland which enables the
pupils to really test their map reading and navigation
skills.
Once again the pupils did the Academy proud, not only
with their walking and map reading but more importantly
in terms of their conduct. There were 7 other
schools/groups walking in the area and, as such, we had
the chance to talk to a lot of other staff who commented
upon the positivity and attitude of our pupils.
All the pupils managed to get back to camp on time on
Saturday. They cooked a variety of dishes ranging from
a lovely risotto, chicken curry and a bolognaise. One
group ended with hot custard and melting chocolate
sponges!
Pupils set off at 8.30am and, despite quite a few getting
lost, they all managed to get back with the last group
having walked an extra 2 km.

The ‘Speaking’ component of the GCSE examination, is
worth 25%, therefore this opportunity to practise
spontaneous speaking is essential.
The French Department is very pleased to be offering a
day trip to Boulogne-sur-Mer in France on Friday 15th
September 2017. This trip is
open to current Year 7, 8 and
Year 9 pupils. We will spend the
day visiting the old town, a
chocolate factory, souvenir
shopping and, of course,
practising our French!

ATTENDANCE
Overall attendance is currently 96.3%. This is 0.3% above
the Academy’s self-imposed target of 96.0% and 1.3%
above the national average of 95.0%. Congratulations to
Elvedon, who have just ‘pipped it’.
House

% Attendance

Ashdown

96.3

Bowland

96.2

Elvedon

96.4

Kielder

96.0

Richmond

96.3

Sherwood

96.3

Whinfell

96.3

Overall

96.3
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Extra-Curricular
THE EASTWOOD SCHOLARS PROGRAMME

DP WORLD

The Eastwood Scholars
Programme
is
an
academic programme
run jointly by the
Eastwood
Academy
and The Brilliant Club,
an organisation which
aims to widen access to
university.
Twelve
pupils from Year 9
were chosen based on
their
potential to
become outstanding
thinkers of the future.

On Friday 23rd June,
six Year 9 girls visited
DP World in StanfordLe-Hope, the UK’s
most
integrated
logistics hub, state of
the
art,
globally
connected deep sea
port and rail terminal.
The trip was undertaken to celebrate International
Women in Engineering Day. Pupils were given a tour of
the facilities, spoke with the Head of Technical and IT
about the different aspects of Engineering, took part in
engineering workshops and spoke with inspirational
female engineers working at the port.

The programme is
delivered by university
lecturers and aims to challenge the participants and give
them a taste of learning at a higher level.

The trip gave an amazing
insight into the world of
engineering, logistics and
freight. The experience
allowed pupils to think
about their possible future
employment and to consider
Engineering as a possible
career choice.

On the 6th June, the pupils attended a launch trip to St
John’s College, Cambridge, one of the partner universities
involved in the programme. The visit involved a tour of
the college, a study skills session and the chance to meet,
and ask questions of, current pupils and admissions staff.
Additionally, the pupils had their first tutorial with their
tutor in the academic setting of the university.

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP
On Wednesday 14th June,
Year 9 GCSE Geography
pupils set off for Waltonon-the-Naze to conduct
their GCSE fieldwork.
The weather could not
have been better with
highs of 26oC!
Equipped with plenty of sun cream and water the pupils
combed up and down the delightful beaches of Waltonon-Naze. The purpose was to investigate coastal
management at this historic and unique stretch of
coastline in north Essex.
Activities for the day
included: conducting beach
profiles; taking field sketches;
photographic evidence; and
pebble analysis. An enjoyable
day was had by all.

Participants: Muadh A. (9S), Zain A. (9B), Harrison B. (9S),
Chloe C. (9K), Isabella G. (9W), Sadia K. (9S), Ella L. (9R),
Nathan P. (9K), Carmen R. (9B), Daisy S. (9A), Elenya T.
(9A) and Millie W. (9K)
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Sports Presentation Evening
On Wednesday 6th July, the Academy celebrated pupils’ achievements in Sports. Winners receive an invitation to attend
this special event with their parents and were presented with trophies for being the sports person of the year for their
respective year groups.
Congratulations to the winners below:
Girls
Year 7 – Kea P. (7E)

Boys
Year 7 – Reece M. (7E)

Year 8 – Sophie A. (8A)

Year 8 – Kristians K. (8E)

Year 9 – Ellice C. (9E)

Year 9 – Will B. (9S)

Year 10 – Evie A. (10K)

Year 10 – Sam B. (10K)

PTA – Amelia M. (10B)

PTA – Josh W. (10A)
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Commendations Evening
On Wednesday 12th July, the Academy celebrated pupils’ achievements at the annual Commendations Evening. Winners
receive an invitation to attend this special event with their parents, which includes refreshments and entertainment from
the Music Department.
Heads of Departments welcome the winners of their subject for KS3 and KS4 on the stage and present pupils with
trophies.
The evening culminates with two ‘special’ commendations - Principal’s Award and Governors’ Award for outstanding
contribution and community work respectively.
Congratulations to the winners below:

KS3 Art - Bobbie O. (7A)
Bobbie has been an exceptional Year 7 pupil and has produced many beautiful
outcomes throughout the year. She has a natural ability to observe objects from real
life and has an exemplary sketchbook bursting with skill and creative art.

KS4 Art - Emmylou S. (10S)
Emmylou has been working on compiling a project themed around the
word ‘reflection.’ She has been producing personal artwork linking her
love of music and art together. Emmylou is extremely proactive and
conscientious, her positive ‘can do’ attitude has led to her producing an
exciting body of artwork that shows off her many creative skills.

KS3 Business – Jasmine S. (8K)
Jasmine has flouished in Business this year, producing exceptional classwork and
homework. She has demonstrated excellent understanding and evaluation skills.

KS4 Business - Giovanna C. (10R)
Giovanna is an exceptionally hardworking pupil, who always strives to
achieve her best within herself and her education. She displays such a
positive and enthusiastic attitude towards Business as well as
outstanding effort and dedication to the subject.
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KS3 Citizenship – Joe M. (8S)
Joe has demonstrated a high level of maturity in his written work and during class
discussions. He confidently achieves high levels in written work, assessments and
homework by showing empathy, both sides of the argument as well as using topical
issues to illustrate his points – his knowledge and work are far above his years

KS4 Citizenship – Freya B. (9R)
Freya has shown a superb understanding of the key issues being studied
and has achieved consistently high grades in assessments, controlled
assessment and in homework. She is a key member of the class who
takes the leads in discussions and encourages other pupils to
participate.

KS3 Computer Science – Phineas W.-M. (7B)
Phineas was an easy choice for the award. He has not only excelled in the
tasks set in class but has also dedicated many hours of his own time to
create a growing collection of computer games. The most impressive part
is that he is only in Year 7.

KS3 Drama – Matthew M. (7K)
Matthew has been given the commendations award for KS3 because he
has proved himself to be a highly focused, enthusiastic and consistently
diligent pupil.

KS4 Drama – Lauren H. (9A)
While there were many worthy candidates for this award, we have
nominated Lauren because she has forged a path of excellence in lesson.
Her relentlessly passionate approach has been infectious!

KS3 English – Emma W. (7W)
Emma is a joy to teach in English. She is always prepared and arrives at
every lesson ready to learn and further her knowledge. Her conduct in
class is impeccable; she is mature and intelligent beyond her years. She
interacts with her peers with an easy grace but never strays far in her
thoughts from the task at hand.
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KS4 English – Beth D. (9R)
Beth is a fantastic pupil whose commitment to learning is second to none.
She always approaches every task with enthusiasm and is conscientious
about striving to improve. She is never without a smile on her face and is
an absolute pleasure to teach.

KS3 Food Technology – Beth D. (9R)
Beth is an asset to the class, her calm and mild mannered approach has
enabled her to achieve outstanding practical results this year. She is
always willing to support her peers and the level of her written work
has been exemplary.

KS4 Food Technology – Rebecca E. (10A)
Rebecca has been nominated due to her amazing work ethic. The quality
of her revision notes and her dedication to the subject have seen her
consistently achieving grade 8. She has also given up time afterschool to
work on her practical skills and time management.

KS3 French – Kristians K. (8E)
Kristians is a hardworking pupil who has a natural gift for languages. He
has achieved consistently high marks this year but also participates
excellently in lessons and produces outstanding homework. He has a
superb understanding of the French language and we wish him the best
as he enters his GCSE course.

KS4 French – Louis C. (10K)
Louis is a conscientious, hardworking pupil of French. He has performed consistently
well in assessments this year and tries hard in class. He recently participated in the
French trip to the Europa centre, where he engaged well in order to practise his
French. Louis is a thoughtful and responsible pupil who has a promising future ahead.

KS3 Geography – Mia B. (8A)
Mia has been nominated as she has shown a real talent over the year in
Geography. Not only does she work hard but her contribution at all levels in
class, coupled with her enthusiasm, has shown us great potential for the future.
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KS4 Geography – Momin S. (10A)
Momin was nominated as he is excels in every aspect in GCSE Geography. He is a
role model to his peers in class and to the whole school at large. His work rate and
contribution to all tasks is second to none and this feeds through to outstanding
results. Momin is a genuine pleasure to teach.

KS3 Graphics – Lauren C. (9S)
Lauren has shown exceptional creative ideas in Graphics this year. Her
work shows high quality sketching skills and she explains her ideas well.

KS4 Graphics – Daniel M. (10S)
Daniel is a hard working pupil who completes all the objectives to an
extremely high standard and shows independence in improving his
controlled assessment.

KS3 History – Jochebel N. (7E)
Jochebel has produced nothing but the most outstanding work from
day one. She regularly supports others with their learning and never
fails to amaze with her thoughtful and intelligent insights.

KS4 History – Cerys H. (10E)
This year Cerys has improved massively. She has consistently surpassed her
targets and homework always shows a great deal of thought and effort. Her
civil rights poem was incredibly powerful, and I expect her to go and
achieve big things.

KS4 ICT – James T. (10R)
James has been very consistent throughout his time in ICT. In theory exams he
often receives A grades and the coursework he has produced is very professional.
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KS3 Maths – Cassidy D. (8S)
Cassidy is an outstanding mathematician who applies himself fully to all the demands
and challenges of the curriculum. He is a wonderful pupil, always smiling and always
striving to succeed. His extremely high test scores of late are testament to his hard
work and dedication.

KS4 Maths – Alex G. (10E)
Alex is a remarkable mathematician who always strives to improve his already
considerable ability in mathematics. He works hard on his skills both inside and
outside of school, encouraging others in addition to working with dedication in
everything he does. Alex is an absolute credit to the Academy, and he will do
extremely well in his GCSEs next year.

KS3 Music – Anna G. (8W)
Anna has shown an impressive commitment to her musical studies since she arrived
at the academy in Year 7, both within the classroom, where she consistently attains
the highest grades in both the theoretical and practical elements of music, and in
extra-curricular activities. She is a member of every ensemble the music department
runs and shows absolute commitment to each activity, despite maintaining other
interests elsewhere! Anna’s dedication to developing her musical abilities is
exemplary.

KS4 Music – Maia L. (10R)
In four years at the Academy, Maia has always been fully committed to the music
department and her studies, consistently achieving high grades and progressing to
grade 7 on the piano. This year it was possible to put Maia forward for the
prestigious Birn Prize for Music, which she has recently been accepted for. Maia
is a perfect role model for our younger pupils and is always willing to support
others to make progress with their musical endeavours.

KS3 PE – Oliver G. (8E)
Oliver is a true ambassador for sport, his tireless dedication to training and The
Academy allows him to always perform to the very best of his ability. Oliver is a
perfect team member supporting his colleagues and always thinking the very best of
everyone. Oliver is the true definition of The Academy ethos ‘Believe, Succeed,
Together’.

KS4 PE – Evie A. (10K)
Evie is a true professional in everything that she does. Her abilities on the football
field are unprecedented and she is a supportive and strong leader on the pitch.
Evie’s true passion is sport but she does not let this detract from the importance
of her studies. Her work ethic is flawless and she wholeheartedly embraces the
outstanding qualities expected of a professional sportswoman.
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KS3 RE – Mariam K. (8E)
Throughout the year Mariam has proved time and time again that she is an excellent
pupil, consistently achieving high grades in all her classwork, homework and
assessment tasks. Her contributions to class discussions on difficult questions has
been outstanding.

KS3 Science – Roshaun B. (8W)
Roshaun has consistently achieved exceptional grades throughout the year.
Additionally, his commitment to learning is outstanding, which is displayed by his
immaculate book and DRAFT work. Roshaun is forever curious, frequently asking
for more information and expressing a continual eagerness to learn.

KS4 Science – Sophie K. (9A)
Sophie consistently displays a thirst for knowledge and her motivation to achieve and
progress is laudable. Her love of science is always evident and she makes every effort
to ensure that she utilises her naturally enquiring mind to the best of her ability.

KS4 Spanish – Adanna A. (10R)
Adanna is a fabulous pupil. She is full of enthusiasm for the subject and always the
first to put up her hand to answer a question or participate in an activity. She is
becoming an excellent linguist as she is developing her skill at manipulating the
language and accumulating a terrific bank of vocabulary. She is an excellent role
model for her classmates and someone they can literally look up to! Simply
brilliant.

KS4 Statistics – Amber M. (10S)
Amber has been nominated for her dedication and maturity throughout the year in
lessons and enthusiastic assistance on options evening.
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Pastoral Leader’s Award – Tequila W. (10K)
Tequila is an excellent choice of prefect for her devotion to being a mentor to
younger pupils at the academy. She has a bubbly and friendly personality always
going above and beyond. Her selfless and tireless work within the academy is
thoroughly appreciated by all members of staff.

Pastoral Leader’s Award – Ewan L.-S. (9K)
Ewan has been nominated for being thoroughly mature, conscientious and dedicated
member of the Academy. He has an exemplary attitude to his studies, dedicated to
being a role model to those in lower years and achieves excellence in sporting
competitions.

Principal’s Award – Maia L. (10R)
The Principal’s Award is given to a pupil who consistently espouses the Academy
ethos and values, contributes to the life of the Academy and achieves outstanding
results across the curriculum. Teachers from across the Academy recognise Maia
for her impressive work ethic and academic results, but also for her cheerful
personality, willingness to help others and for her talents in music (for which she
is also receiving an award this year), gymnastics and her commitment to athletics,
where she has represented us in the borough, every one of the last four years.
Maia is a kind, hard-working and enthusiastic pupil whose talents and abilities are
matched by her positive attitude and disarming modesty. It speaks volumes that
Maia has not had a single day off since she joined in Year 7.

The Clary Beecham and David Booth
Governing Body Award – Lucia B. (7S)
Lucia is raising money for the Little Princess Trust. She has been collecting sponsors and thus
far has raised over £400 pounds. In order to raise money for the charity, Lucia shaved off her
hair to be made into a wig for young girls having treatment who have lost their hair. Lucia has
demonstrated a strong sense of initiative and a sense of care for the wider community. In
addition, she is showing selflessness at a very young age in order to help others and sacrifice
something that is very valuable to herself (her hair!).
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